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clutch service and 
Technical advice 


Cumbria Classic Coaches 1951 Guy Arab was originally with Lancashire United (LUT) of Manchester. This 
stunning coach with a Roe body, runs in the fleet of preserved vehicles and has been as far as Norway with us, 
although more regularly operates around the North of England and Southern Scotland. The Guy is still a full 
commercially operated vehicle. After clocking up so many miles, the brake linings needed totally replacing. 
With bookings for the bus to be taken into consideration, timings were somewhat restricted - this is where 
‘Truckfix’ came to our rescue. With a turn round of one week, Truckfix delivered 
new linings and rivets for our mechanic to fit onto our bus. 

Now affectionately known as “Lawrence” - further details of our LUT can be found on the website 
‘CumbriaClassicCoaches.co.uk’ and also on ‘Facebook’ or why not come along for a ride! 



Holders of major Bus, Coach, Crane and Truck fleet contracts 

TEL: 01274 877322 FAX: 08448 584481 
EMAIL: sales@truckfixclutches.com www.truckfixclutches.com 


Truckfix Limited. Highfield Works, 
Bradford Road, Cleckheaton, BD19 3TN 
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I’m amazed that you sent a 
valuation less than a day after 
my original enquiry!” 

Mr K Stevens, Hull 
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T his month's'Scenes Past', 

featuring more'Dairy Delights' 
has set my mind thinking about 
some of the vehicles which I 
remember from my youth. I've 
mentioned a few of them in the article, but 
as always, there are the tantalising half¬ 
memories of those I saw around in those 
days. 

For example, there was a Suffolk-based 
transport contractor which seemed to 
specialise in the collection of milk in churns. 
The company was T J Kidner, with a fleet of 
yellow and red lorries, including Leyland 
Comets and Albions, from memory, which 
could be glimpsed in the yard beside the 
A145 road which ran between the A12 
at Blythburgh and Beccles, in Suffolk, 
somewhere near the village of Brampton. My 
parents would like to drive along this road on 
a Sunday, during the season when there were 
many rhododendrons in bloom alongside this 
road at the rear of Henham Hall. I was always 
more interested in what transport-related 
sights there might be... 

It's futile to say I wish I'd had a camera with 


me to record what I saw but, who knows, 
somebody reading this might just have a 
picture of one of this company's vehicles - or 
those of the many other fleets which I dimly 
remember'spotting'. No doubt, as a reader of 
this magazine, you have similar memories, 
which are jogged by the pictures and articles 
we publish. At least we have these and it 
would be nice to think that there's more out 
there just waiting to be published for our 
enjoyment. Who says nostalgia ain't what it 
used to be...? It's very much alive here and 
long may we keep it going. 

Readers have continued to air their views on 
the contents of Vintage Roadscene, some of 
which are contained in a number of the letters 
in this month's'Scene & Heard'. There have 
been a number of calls for the proportion of 
archive pictures to be increased relative to the 
number of rally and other recent pictures. 

While the majority of those who have 
written or spoken to me on the subject would 
like the contents of the magazine to remain 
much the way they are, we will limit the 
number of pages on rallies, in the same way 
as we limit the passenger vehicle content, but 


still include them in an effort to try and please 
everybody. 

Of course, this leads on to a plea for you to 
send in your memories of your days on the 
road in the past, especially if you have any 
relevant pictures. We might have access to 
some excellent photographic archives, but 
they are not limitless, in the same way as our 
budget is restricted, and I'm sure lots of you 
have plenty of interesting material just waiting 
to get'an airing'in these pages. 

As this is the last issue to be published 
in 2014, this is the time when I must wish 
everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year, when we'll be back with more great 
pictures and stories recalling the'roadscene'of 
the past... 


Continuing the theme of memories from my youth, we now have these 
pictures from Mike Gosling of Wymondham, Norfolk, who provided most of 
those seen in our British Road Services book, as well as a number of previous 
articles, his father having rescued them when the BRS Norwich branch closed 
in the 1970s. The pictures show a BRS Norwich-based ERF ballast tractor, EVF 
332 (Norfolk 1943-46), with a three-axle draw-bar trailer, being loaded at 
Brooke Marine, Lowestoft. This company was well-known for building Motor 
Torpedo Boats (MTBs) for coastal defence during World War II, and later steel¬ 
hulled fishing trawlers, including some for export to Russia, and many other 
vessels, but is now sadly no more. My mother was aaually employed there 
as a secretary for a while during the 1960s. These pictures were taken a few 
years earlier and show some prefabricated ship sections, apparently headed 
for Sydney, Australia. They are being loaded by the shipyard’s three-axle Coles 
mobile crane, which was dark blue and lettered Dowsett, the owner of the yard 
from 1940. Ah yes, I remember it well... 




This month we are looking at milk transport. 
Here is a Bedford S Type tanker, CEP 475 
(Montgomery, 1951), of Queens Head 
Transport, Welshpool, delivering to a dairy, 
with the bottling plant in full swing behind 
it. (CHCabm764) 
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he 70th Anniversary of the D-Day 
Landings took place in Normandy, 
France, in June 2014. Many 
owners of World War II military 
vehicles across Europe were 
making plans to be in Normandy for the week 
covering that special day, the 6th June. In the 
UK, the two main clubs, the Military Vehicle 
Trust (MVT) and Invicta Military-Vehicle 
Preservation Society (IMPS) had organised 
tours and campsites. Many other groups were 
camped throughout the region. I had entered 
on the MVT tour and this was done some two 
years beforehand, such is the demand. I did 
my first tour there with the MVT in 1989 and 
had been on every one -(held every five years 


- to date, except 1999). 

I was to be taking my 1943 Bedford QLD 3 
ton 4x4 GS Cargo truck, owned now for 26 
years and bought virtually straight out of a 
Danish Army auction. It had seen service with 
the British army, then transferred to Denmark 
in late 1940s, as aid to build up the country's 
army. We were to be accompanied on our 
journey by two friends in a 1940 Bedford MWD 
15cwt 4x2 truck, this being their first time on a 
Normandy tour. 

Their presence was to prove invaluable on 
the drive down to Portsmouth Docks. We had 
been driving for about three hours, when an 
ignition failure in the QL occurred.The MW 
was able to tow the QL from a dangerous 


position on a narrow main road and, with the 
help of a spare coil, we eventually solved the 
problem. Apart from that and a persistent leak 
from the water pump, all went well once we 
arrived in France. 

The MVT group assembled the night before 
leaving Portsmouth at Fort Nelson artillery 
museum and we left with around 110 vehicles. 
The ferry crossing from Portsmouth takes 
about four hours and docks at Ouisterham 
which is right on the end of Sword Beach 
and at the mouth of the Caen Canal (Pegasus 
Bridge is no more than a few miles away). 

On docking at the port, we unloaded off the 
ferry and assembled our convoy in the holding 
area to await the Gendarme escort. Time was 
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Left: A Bedford OLR command vehicle. Back in 
1990, the writer was the instigator of a friend 
buying this actually lorry for restoration. 

In September 1994 we drove to Nijmegen 
in it for the Corridor Tour commemoration 
event. Since then it has had two owners. 

Here seen at Port-en-Bessin. Original civilian 
registration was OYG203E, now with an age 
related’number. 

Right: One of the workhorses of the RASC, the 
Bedford OYD 3 tonner used in vast numbers 
during the war for general transport duties, 
some still in service up until the end of the 
1950s and many having a second life in civvy 
street. This one is preparing for the Royal 
Marines Commando parade through Port-en- 
Bessin. 


clocking on and rumours went around that 
there were TV cameras coming. Then a police 
helicopter arrived and continuously circled 
us, this was when we found out the Mayor's 
office had forgotten to arrange the Gendarme 
escort of our convoy to the campsite, some 
55 kms away. With 110 vehicles, we would 
be a lengthy convoy and the helicopter was 
obviously assessing the task. 

Presently in ones and twos. Gendarmes 
arrived on their motor-cycles. We had three 






This early production Bedford Mv^ i^whaiiS v^^^ 
commonly knovyn asan aero s^tee^h’type, 
rare to find as most have b^n rebuilt to tjie4b|<i . ^f 
windscreen and half door configuration during army 
rebuilds. A very original looking example. ; - 

























Scammell Pioneers with us, with a top speed of 
a little over 20 nnph. It seenns the Gendarnnes 
wanted them in front to set the pace and keep 
the convoy together. Bad move, their escort 
even slowed the Scammells making it a long 
drawn out journey. 

Ideally they should have gone off ahead, but 
it was entertaining to watch the Gendarmes 
blocking slip roads and, as they moved off to 
leap frog the convoy, the car drivers thought 
it the signal to go and were trying to slip 
through the convoy in to the second lane of 
the dual carriageway. The Gendarmes were a 
good bunch and really knew their stuff, one 
of them whipped his camera out at every 
intersection he stopped at and must have 
captured all of us for his album. 

Finally we arrived at camp with no one left 
behind. Once we found our allocated pitch we 
were off to the barfor a well-earned beer. This 
was a ten day tour, so we had plenty of time 
and during the first few days we rode out with 
Martin in the MW to show him around the 
area, and check out the bars and cafes. 

There was quite a number of Bedfords on 
our site; from memory we had three QLs and 
an OY 3 ton 4x2, along with a number of MWs, 
including a very early one with aero screens 
and no doors. One QL, which I had not seen 
before, had a diesel fitted. On enquiring, 

I was told it was a Cummins and that the 
fuel consumption was a lot less than the 
original petrol motor. When out on the roads, 
we encountered vehicles from numerous 


Above: The writer’s own 1943 Bedford OLD in the MVT campsite at Etreham.This actual Lorry 
served with British during the war and in Late 1940s was passed to the Danish army, where it 
served until 1987 and it was bought for preservation two weeks after the auction and with the 
same owner ever since. It has been going to Normandy every five years since 1989 for the D-Day 
commemorations. 



On the quay at Port-en-Bessin,the 
opportunity arose to get together aLL 
the OLs that were in the parade for a 
group photo. There were six present, 
four from the UK, a Czech-owned one 
and one from Belgium. 
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nationalities (including the Australian and New 
Zealand contingent from our camp) and you 
never knew what you were going to encounter 
around the next corner. It was like the invasion 
all over again, except no shots were being 
fired. 

During the first few days, there were no 
arranged trips out, it was'do your own thing', 
which allowed people to settle in and find their 
way around, especially if they had not been 
before. We visited Omaha Beach and several 
museums. Point du Hoc, Longues Battery and 
other places of note. 

While at a museum near the American 
Cemetery at Colleville, we saw about 80 
Gendarmes on motor-cycles pass by. The 
presence of the US President and other World 
leaders in the area had a lot to do with the high 
security, along with the number of military 
aircraft and helicopters. While at this particular 
museum we encountered a Belgian-owned 
MW and Martin struck up a conversation with 
the owner, comparing notes on their trucks. 

The middle of the week we had our first 
convoy run and, the preceding evening, there 
was a drivers'meeting, at which someone 


Above: The writer’s OLD standing outside a farm near Etreham.The significant point of this 
Location is that the initial fuel pipeline which came in from ships moored at Port-en-Bessin was 
Laid alongside this barn wall. There were storage tanks in the area and 
the ground became contaminated from fuel Leakages. 










Arromahcfles beach, 70 
years to the day, of the 
D-Day invasion. The bulk 
of the vehicles on display 
were from the two British 
clubs, MVTand IMPS, 
ranging from bicycles 
through to a Sherman 
BARV, which was built to 
recover vehicles and tanks 
from the water if they 
failed on disembarking 
from landing craft. 


asked if the Scammells would lead! One of the 
Scamnnell drivers suggested they would leave 
earlier and the rest of us would catch up nearer 
to the destination, this worked fine. 

This trip was to Baron-sur-Odon, about 48 
kms away. The village has taken the nearby 
war memorial on Hill 112 under its wing. 

Before reaching the village, we visited a 
residential school for children with learning 
difficulties, where we were to have lunch. Much 
to everyone's surprise we were led in to the 
school hall, where long tables were set and 
were given a four course lunch.There must 
have been nearly 200 people and the children 
waited on us all. 

They were later given rides in Jeeps and 
other vehicles, before we continued to the 
village for a welcome, then took villagers to the 
memorial for a wreath laying and short service. 
The welcome we get from local inhabitants 


of this area is wonderful. Our journey back 
was reasonably uneventful, except where 
we approached a small village to find all the 
children grouped by the war memorial and 
waiting for us to pass, word must have got 
around! 

Our next big event was June 6th - D-Day. We 
had to be at Arromanches before 6am, as the 
roads would be closed after that because of 
the ceremonies taking place all along the coast. 
So it was up at'dark o'clock'in the morning and 
assembled ready to roll. It was very impressive 
in the half light, as a column of 70 year old 
vehicles drove through the lanes. 

We reached Arromanches not really knowing 
where we were to park, as it is a very small 
coastal town on a hill.The IMPS club had 
arrived first and were single file down the hill 
to the sea wall, we doubled up and there was 
just enough room to walk between the two 


columns of vehicles. The tide was in but on the 
turn, so wreath laying took place at the water's 
edge. 

Time for a coffee and croissant in the town, 
the queues were down the street. Live TV 
cameras were in place for the ceremonies later. 
It was not long before the tide was out far 
enough for the 250+ vehicles to be assembled 
in front of the promenade. The sun came out 
and it was a fine morning. 

There were landing craft from the British 
Forces on the beach, with Royal Marines assault 
vehicles wading through the surf. A Sherman 
BARV, a tank converted to Beach Armoured 
Recovery Vehicle, was ploughing through the 
water, and one wondered when was the last 
time it had done that. A number of DUKW's 
were also in and out of the sea. As for Bedfords, 
well they were there in numbers now, QL, 

MW, OY, although not all parked together. 
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that would happen on another day. Early in 
the afternoon, we left the beach as the tide 
was on the turn and meandered our way back 
to camp. What did strike us, though, was the 
hundreds of camper-vans parked all over the 
place, I have never seen so many. 

The following day, a number of us with 
British and Canadian-marked vehicles had 
been invited by the Royal Marines Commando 
Association to take part in a parade to 
commemorate their capture and liberation 
of the small harbour town of Port-en-Bessin, 
which was close to our camp. As we assembled 
in an industrial area on the edge of town, the 
RAF Lancaster was flying around doing its 
display, a wonderful sight.The parade was to 
follow vehicles carrying Marines veterans and 
a pipe band. 

The people of the town were out in force 
along with visitors and it was a slow parade 


around the harbour and to form up on the 
quay. My QL was near the end and as we got 
onto the quay someone shouted:"the last 
QL, bring it up with the others"and we found 
ourselves on the end of the row making six 
of them. Not often we get that many parked 
together.The MWs were nearby as well, 
although I cannot recollect how many of them. 

The following day was our last in Normandy 
and a very special event for us. The nearby 
town of Bayeux (well-known for the famous 
tapestry) had invited British and Canadian 
vehicles to take part in a parade right 
through the centre of the old town. This was 
a breakthrough, as for years a French military 
vehicle club had been in control of this event 
and it had been a parade of predominantly 
American vehicles. Historically this was 
incorrect as the town was in the middle of the 
British sector.This had been rectified this year 
and we were set to do a great display. 

Vehicles were mainly from the two British 
clubs, but many others had been invited 
and it was strictly controlled with passes. We 
assembled in a large supermarket car park. 

All jeeps and other US vehicles there had to 
be British or Canadian marked.The vehicles 
were assembled in makes, such as AEC, 

Austin, Humber, Bedford, British Ford, Morris- 
Commercial, Scammell, Canadian-pattern 
Fords and Chevrolets, staff cars, motor-cycles 
(in order of makes, Ariel, BSA, Matchless, 

Norton and so on) and armoured vehicles. 

We wended our way around the ring road to 
enter the inner town area and the start of the 
parade. You cannot imagine how many people 
thronged the streets, driving a large vehicle 
you had to be aware of catching someone; 
they were holding hands out to you and 
touching the vehicles, then standing in front to 


take photos with every sort of modern image 
makers. We had never had so many photos 
taken of us during the whole week. It was quite 
hot and I was a little concerned of the water 
pump weeping and keeping a close eye on the 
temperature gauge, but all was well. 

It must have taken over an hour to get 
through the town.This was a very humbling 
occasion. I look upon it as the vehicles being 
the stars, as many of them would have been 
involved 70 years ago. We had two Australian 
visitors sitting in the back of the truck and 
they were overwhelmed by it all. From here, 
we elected to return to camp to pack up the 
tent and kit and make our way towards the 
ferry port for the early crossing the following 
morning. Many others had the same idea and 
finding somewhere to park near the docks was 
difficult with a lot of other people returning to 
England after all the ceremonies. 

We got onto the dock around midnight and 
slept in the truck (as normal), next morning 
there were many more vehicles parked behind 
us, including many we had not seen during the 
week, as there are many smaller groups who 
go over. The drive back home once in England 
was not so good as it was a hot day and water 
was still leaking, but with regular comfort 
breaks, for both crew and vehicles, we arrived 
home safely. 

It was 25 years since our first D-Day tour with 
the same truck and, although I always thought 
the first time was the best one, I think this year 
was something special.The reception we had 
from the French people was terrific. Maybe this 
story does not seem to be about Bedfords, but 
it was one of them that took us there and back; 
wonderful old trucks, nothing like it to hear a 
28hp engine and the whine of the transfer box 
-sheer magic! 



Above: This Bedford MWD,was built in 1940 but has been rebuilt with full windscreen and doors 
during its life at some point. Owned by Martin Nunn on his first visit to Normandy, it performed 
faultlessly throughout the Tour. It carries the markings of the 2nd Tactical Air Force, RAF. 
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No, Ron Henderson is not discussing ladies 
swimwear, but some of the vehicles which 
were used by the Auxiliary Fire Service. 


he name of the illustrious 
Auxiliary Fire Service, which was 
ignominiously disbanded in April 
1968, has been perpetuated ever 
since by the continuing saga 
of the'Green Goddess'fire engines, which 
have frequently been brought out of storage 
for various civilian crises. Perhaps less well- 
known are the many other different types of 
vehicles that were allocated to the post-war 
AFS. 

One of the most unusual vehicles used 
by the AFS was the Transportable Water 
Unit (TWU) or'Bikini Unit', as it was more 
commonly known. Almost all of the 
major vehicles of the post-war AFS were 
constructed on Bedford S 4x2 and Bedford RL 
4x4 chassis and the Bikini Unit was originally 
no exception, when the prototype was first 
introduced to a number of fire brigade and 
government officials at the Fire Service 

Top: This Bikini Unit was delivered in 1964, 
just four years before the AFS was disbanded. 

It was pictured at Edmonton Fire Station in 
the early 1980s, when a number of such units 
were loaned to the London Fire Brigade, as a 
precaution against threatened flooding from 
the River Thames. (N TarLing) 

Right: This example was assigned to 
Sunderland Fire Brigade, for use on the 
heavily industrialised River Wear. It was 
pictured at the town’s Fullwell Fire Station 
in 1967, the last full year of the existence of 
the AFS. 


Training College at Dorking, Surrey in 1954. 

The name Bikini was derived, not from the 
swimsuit or the Pacific Atoll, but from the 
name of Mr A Van Beugen Bik, the managing 
director of the RFD Co Ltd, that made the rafts. 
Lt Commander J H Fordham, Chief Fire Officer 
of Kent Fire Brigade, suggested the name. 

The vehicle was designed to carry the 
equipment for the pumping of large volumes 
of water, from restricted or inaccessible sites, 
such as low tidal waters, high river banks and 
soft ground, from where it could be relayed by 
conventional pumping appliances - the Green 
Goddesses - to wherever it was needed. 


Problems that occurred during the London 
Blitz, when the River Thames water was 
often inaccessible to the fire brigade pumps, 
because of exceptionally low tides, were one 
of the main factors in the development of the 
TWU. 

The prototype bikini unit was jointly 
designed by the Chief Fire Officer and staff of 
Kent Fire Brigade, the Home Office Fire Service 
Department and the RFD Company. The idea 
hinged basically on a wheelwright raft, as 
used by the Royal Navy which, after various 
modifications, resulted in the development of 
the Bikini raft. 
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Right: Atraining exercise, showing one of 
the inflated rafts and the method used to 
Load and unload the three Coventry Climax 
pumps, one of which would be used to 
propel the craft. 


This 3201b rubber inflatable raft was inflated 
by carbon dioxide, stored in cylinders on each 
raft, with enough spare capacity to continually 
top up the floats. Alternatively foot operated 
bellows were also provided. With the aid of 
a derrick assembly on the rear of the vehicle, 
the raft could be winched down into the 
water from a bridge or jetty, if conventional 
launching was not possible. 

Once in the water, lightweight portable 
pumps would be loaded onto the raft, with 
the aid of a swivelling Wframe derrick and, 
with one pump being used as the propulsion 
unit for the craft, it could travel through the 
water at a speed of six knots. In total the 
vehicle carried three rafts, stored in large 
canvas bags on a gantry frame above the cab 
roof. 

Stowed alongside the platform of the vehicle 
were nine Coventry-Climax featherweight 
pumps, three for each raft, giving a total water 
output per raft of 1,000 gallons per minute. 
With the simple attachment of a short length 
of tubing, a branch pipe and a 1 Vs inch nozzle 
and makeshift tiller, water ejected from the 
pump through the nozzle propelled and 
steered the boat. Oars and a boat-hook were 
provided for use in an emergency, as was a 
puncture repair outfit. 

Right: One of the few completely renovated 
Bikini Units. This one was restored by the 
Late John Pamenter and was one of four such 
units which turned up at the 1989 Duxford 
Fire engine rally. 




Below: The hardest worked Bikini Units 
were those at the Home Office Fire Service 
Training Centre, sited on the old Moreton in 
Marsh aerodrome in Gloucestershire. Regular 
and AFS firemen from all over the United 
Kingdom undertook Civil Defence fire¬ 
fighting training here. (J C Thompson) 
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A nicely preserved Bedford ‘S’ platform lorry, but not all it seems. The London ‘LYO’ registrations adorned the first AFS units, including the early Green 
Goddesses, but this one, pictured at the Pickering Steam Fair, actually formed the basis of the prototype Bikini unit. 


The unit was first demonstrated on the River 
Mole, near Dorking in October 1954. Following 
the demonstration, it was expressed by an 
Assistant Secretary at the Home Office that 
"had 'Bikini' been available in 1940, the damage 
caused by blitz fires at a time when the tide 
was exceptionally low and water supplies 
failed might well have been reduced". Some 
concern was expressed about the 15 minutes it 
took to get the rafts and pumps into the water, 
but it was confidently predicted that this time 
would be reduced once a firm detailed drill 
programme was worked out. 

Only the prototype was based on a Bedford 
chassis, all production models were based on 
a Commer Q4 Superpoise 4x4 normal control 
chassis with two man cab. Although the vehicle 
was designed predominantly for wartime fire 
fighting, it was appreciated that there may 
have been a peace time use for the vehicles, 
during which the unit could operate more 
economically than a fire float. 

During the next fourteen years of the 
existence of the AFS, the units were rarely used 
in anger and in 1968, when the organisation 
was disbanded, all of the appliances were 
returned to Home Office stores and eventually 
sold at Government auctions, although they 
were made available first to any fire brigade 
that wished to purchase one for peace time fire 
fighting duties. 

South Eastern Area Fire Brigade, Scotland 
took up the offer and bought one in July 1968, 
complete with pumps for just less than £2,000, 
as did Cheshire Fire Brigade, but few other 


brigades took up the option and the idea was 
not perpetuated in any form until some twenty 
years later, when the increasing demands of 
rescue work for the fire brigades saw many 
purchase towing vehicles and trailers or prime 
movers for conveying already inflated rubber 
rafts of a style not dissimilar to the bikini rafts. 

There did not seem to be much use for 
these unique units in peace time fire fighting 
although, oddly enough, not twelve months 
after the appliance made its debut, Kent Fire 
Brigade put the prototype, then housed at 
the Civil Defence College at Reigate, into 


play, when a submarine broke its moorings at 
Chatham Dockyard and had to be pumped out 
before it could be re-floated. 

The original Bedford TWU was later converted 
into a general purpose lorry and, apart from 
two other Bedfords built for service at Bangkok 
Airport in Thailand, all the rest were built on 
Commer chassis, with bodywork by Mann 
Egerton Ltd. Fortunately, several of the vehicles 
have been preserved and restored to their 
original condition, an expensive proposition, 
considering the costs involved in the 
acquisition of the nine pumps and three rafts. 



The South Eastern Area Fire Brigade, Scotland, which covered the Edinburgh and Lothian district, was 
one of the few authorities that commissioned a Bikini Unit after the disbanding of the Auxiliary Fire 
Service. It was based at Musselburgh Fire Station. 
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OILSEALUK 

HUGE RANGE 

OF LEATHER, RUBBER, FELT 
OIL SEALS AVAILABLE 

COMMERCIAL, TRACTOR, 

CAR, MOTORCYCLE 1920-1980 

For more information contact: 

Jonathan Welch, 7 Spinney Way, 

Needingworth, St Ives, PE27 4SR 

Tel: 01480 462611 
sales@oilsealuk.co.uk 
www.oilsealuk.co.uk 



CLASSIC SPAPfS 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The forge, fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8Lf 
Phone/fax: 0U26 891645 
email: ianGi>classic-parts.co.ulc 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


CPA Services 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 

Quality radiator restoration and 
repair service. 

For prompt personal service and 
advice please contact Jess Dilley 
We also offer specialist turbo 
charger, air brake, oil cooking and 
water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park 
Industrial Estate, Grantham NG319SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714152 394 
Fax: (01476) 579 636 




Original Pattern Dies available for the following makes & models 


AEC MkV • AEC Park Royal • AEC/Leyland Tilt Cabs 

• Austin FFK • Bedford 'QL' • Atkinson Borderer 

• Commer TS3 • Dodge 'K' Series • ERF W and IV' 

• Foden S21/S80 • Ford D' Series • Thames Trader 

• Scammel Crusader • Seddon 1970's 

Also door draught strips & non original rubbers that may fit 
your lorry. Please ring Mike Gosling and leave a message 

TEL: 01953 607295 


Chipping Steam Fair 2015 


Sat 23rd, Sun 24th & Mon 25th May 



z' 

Jacksons Models 

and Railways 



EFE 37602 AEC Ergo Flatbed London 
Brick 1:76 Scale £23.99 



Corgi 1:50 Scale Model 'h'ucks 


Corgi26601 AEC Mammoth Major w/Leyland Clock Anderson £31.99 
Corgi CC11605 Leyland LAD Comment Low Loader BBS Swindon £34.99 
Corgi CC12304 Scammell Contractor William Booth & Sons £24.99 
Corgi CC11510 AEC Mammoth Major Munro Transport £44.99 
Corgi CC11705 Guy Warrior w/ Sack Load Redpath Bros Ltd £44.99 
Corgi CC13741 Scania R Log Trailer McFadyens Transport Ltd £42.50 
Corgi CC13749 Scania R Curtainside Trailer Eddie Stobart Ireland £42.50 
Corgi CC19911 Tri Axle Flatbed Trailer - Plain White £19.99 
Corgi Sale Now on - Contact us for further details 


Whitebox WBS0027IFA W50L Truck Centrum Blue 1:43 Scale £35.99 

1:43 Scale Vans £12.99 Each 

Alfa Romeo Romeo Charms 1959 Van 
Fiat238 Plasmon 1967 Van 
Fiat 1100 ELR Lavazza 1950 Van 
Lancia Ardea 800 Furgoncino Yoga 1953 Van 
Volkswagen T1 Kombi Max Meyer 1959 


www.jacksonmodels.co.uk 

SHOP OPENING HOURS: 

Mon-Friday 9am to 5pm • Saturday 10 to 3pm 
Closed Wednesday & Sunday • Late night opening Thursday until 7.00pm 

33 New Street, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 9AL • Telephone: 01697 342557 
Post extra 
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Allan says this ‘magnificent’ Foden 4000, E304 
KNS (Glasgow, 1987-8) Series eight-wheeler was 
parked up on the A377 near Crediton in Devon 
in July 2012.The owner told him it now had a 
Cummins engine in place of the Caterpillar unit 
originally fitted. The editor is a sucker for anything 
with a timber loader, like the Loglift 130 fitted 
here, along with what look like Exte adjustable 
aluminium timber bolsters, which are coping well 
with the good load of‘butts’being carried. 


O ur roads have become filled 
with commercial vehicles 
from the various European 
manufacturers these days. 
The only thing wrong with 
them is the fact that they have almost 
entirely replaced vehicles from the British 
manufacturers who supplied our transport 
industry for so long. 

Most of these pictures were taken not so 
long ago, showing types of vehicle which 
could be seen all over the place at the time, 
but which have disappeared now. Again, 
most of them haven't started to appear at 
rallies yet, while easier to see some much 
older types, so memories of these more 
recent vehicles are just fading away. 

These more youthful lorries might be 
considered by some people to be less 
interesting than those from earlier times, 
but they are all part of our road transport 
heritage and deserve not to be forgotten. 
Equally, some of the operators'names seen 
here will bring back memories of well- 
known fleets. 

We challenge you to look through the 
following pages and not say to yourself: 
"Well, I'd forgotten all about them, but it 
seems like only yesterday I last saw one..." 


Allan Bedford comes back with another selection of old and not-so-old lorries 
to bring back some fast-fading memories... 



This AWD with a gully emptier body,J724 EHT (Bristol, 1991-2) was one of a few in the well-known 
fleet of SITA UK, the recycling and waste management company, and wearing its years well, when 
spotted in Peckham, South London in 2002. 
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Top left: A late Austin/Morris Maestro van, 

L59 GYK (London, 1993-4) in the London Fire 
Brigade fleet, still looking smart at the end 
of 1999, in Brook Street, Northumberland 
Heath, Erith, Kent, with the handsome pub‘The 
Duchess of Kent’ opposite Allan’s former home 
in the background. 

Top right: Seen on the dockside at Funchal 
Harbour, Madeira in 1974, this bonneted Kew 
Dodge 200 Series, still in good condition when 
nearly 20 years old, was collecting the unsold 
souvenirs, including some handsome wooden 
toy yachts. 

Right: During his time as the Works Buyer at 
British Gypsum, Erith, Allan met all the local 
‘reps’. One of the suppliers of starch to the 
company was Cargill Albion, which was by then 
using an all-white livery on its latest DAFs. 
However, Allan was able to ascertain that a 
handful of the glorious Albion Sugar fleet of 
Fodens still remained on the old Woolwich 
site. The helpful rep arranged for him to visit 
on a very cold Saturday morning in February 
1979, where some rather dark images were 
taken, including this Foden, NGC 891K (Greater 
London, 1972), with the Motor Panels S40 steel 
cab, which Allan says he particularly likes. 



BeLow: This Leyland Cruiser tractor unit, D557 FOU (Hampshire 1986-7), with an immaculate 
hospitality unit, was used by the entertainment and media industries throughout its career. It was 
pictured in 1999, on Blackheath, in South-east London, the day before that year’s Marathon. The 
unit has survived and is regularly seen at rallies with owner John Andrew of Launceston, Cornwall. 



















Above: One that’s still around is Roger Mortimore’s Scammell Crusader, 
SON 26Y (Birmingham, 1983), which Allan was lucky enough to find 
on the way home from work one evening in 1999, parked on the A2 
slip road at Dartford Heath, awaiting an escort. Allan has since spoken 
to Roger Mortimore at a Chatham Dockyard event, who told him 
that the ship’s mast aboard was from the Cutty Sark and, following 
refurbishment, was being returned to Greenwich. 



Jb AQUAtrC SHOP 


iND PRICES MATTER! 
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Top right: Owing to its‘special status’this Leyland Terrier, RUC 232Y 
(London, 1983), outlived the rest and was seen in November 2001, 
engaged in hanging some rather second-rate Christmas decorations in 
Queen Street, Gravesend, Kent, outside ‘Woolies’. 

Right: A second life for one of a pair of Seddon Atkinson 2-lls, B319 
PFA (Stoke-on-Trent, 1994-5), formerly with Marston Brewery, whose Old 
Empire Ale is near the top of Allan’s real ale list, which was encountered 
early one Saturday morning in November 1993 in Erith, Kent. 

Below: Allan regularly attended the October open days at the 
Castlepoint Transport Museum, in Point Road, on Canvey Island.The 
long-established Canvey Supply Company is based along the road, 
where in 1999 its Leyland Constructor 6, E488 EHJ (Chelmsford, 1987-8) 
and older Freighter four-wheeler, KPU 224Y (Chelmsford, 1983) were 
having a rest day. 
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Top: Air Products fleet today contains a Lot of 
the ‘three-pointed star’, but back in 1997, this 
Seddon Atkinson 3-11 six-wheeler, F608 NPE 
(Guildford, 1988-9), was making a delivery in 
Northfleet, Kent. 

Middle right: This ERF C Series eight-wheeler, 
DFJ143Y (Devon, 1983), was seen at the 
concrete paving works, part of the ECC Group, 
in Manor Road, Erith, Kent one Saturday 
afternoon in summer 1996. This one was 
probably supplied by Frank Tucker of Exeter, 
judging by the registration. 

Bottom right right: This style of delivery 
vehicle, with drop-frame chassis seems to 
have gone out of style now, but ERF ES6, with 
the Steyr-type cab, G836 XNC (Manchester, 
1989-90), but this one was seen delivering in 
Tunbridge Wells on Christmas Eve, 1998. Allan 
says as well as the Pepsi Livery, he recalls 
versions in Robinsons and Tango colours, 
among others. 



Below: Not Long before the Crayford Mill, in 
Kent, was demolished, having been known for 
generations as ‘It be Vitbe’, as the mill tower 
had a red ‘Vitbe Bread’sign, illuminated at 
night, Allan slipped in unseen one evening on 
his way from work in 1999 and photographed 
this impressive-looking ERF E Series, H648 
HWM (Liverpool, 1990-1). 
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1: This superb old ERF 68GXB(?),XDB 235K 
(Stockport, 1972) of Hobsons Haulage, based 
in ALderLey Edge, Cheshire, made quite a few 
deliveries of Andersons Roofing felt from 
Stretford, Manchester to Allan’s company in 
Northfleet, Kent. Seen on possibly its last visit 
in 1990, it later passed into preservation and 
appeared in magazine rally reports for a while. 
Allan asks: where is it now? 

2: This Ford D Series 16 tonner, with gully- 
emptier body and the late-style plastic grille, 
HOW 699X (Portsmouth, 1982), was seen working 
in the one-way system, outside the Somerset 
Arms, in Gravesend one Saturday in 1998. 

3: This Ford Transcontinental 4427 six-wheeled 
tractor unit, NME 952R (London NE, 1976) would 
have already seen plenty of service when seen 
delivering another load of chipboard to the 
Northfleet furniture factory in 1994. Notice the 
old London lorry permit on the grille. 

4: An unusually colourful Ford Cargo, with skip¬ 
loading body, E948 TKK (Maidstone, 198 7-8), 
was see in 1997 taking a break at the former A2 
Services in Southfleet, Kent. 
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Above: The Fodens of Selby’s Garage (Woodhouse) Ltd, 
Leicestershire, were often encountered on the Ml for 
many years. What a surprise, though, for Allan to find 
this 4335 bulk tipper, M77 SGL (no doubt a cherished 
registration from 1994-5), in Peckham, South London,one 
morning in 2003. 

Right: Hides of Bexleyheath was a very old-established 
department store, trading in the Broadway from 1851 
to 1979. The final delivery vehicle was this now rare 
Luton-bodied Leyland EA,FYY 832J, which had replaced 
a Commer'BF’in 1970-1, seen making a delivery in 
Northumberland Heath, Erith, in May 1979. After closure, 
the Broadway Shopping Mall was built on the old Hides 
site and opened in 1984. 

Bottom Left: Another late survivor was this Commer C 
Series, TPJ 422F (Surrey, 1967-8), of L Sparrow, probably 
based in Smithfield Market, which was seen delivering 
butchers’sundries, like white wrapping paper, around 
the London area for manyyears.It was seen delivering 
to a family butcher. Nun Brothers, in Bexley Road, 
Northumberland Heath, Erith in 1982, by which time 
Commer two-strokes were a vanishing breed. It was heard 
before it was seen passing the house, Allan says... 

Bottom right: Seen at the rear of Allan’s company’s 
warehouse in Northfleet, Kent, in 1994, was this neat 
1982 Gardner-powered ERF M Series tipper, TBC 626X, of A 
F & C E Dale, of Biggin, Buxton, having made a delivery to 
a neighbouring artificial stone manufacturer. 
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Last month, we left our Malcolm on the eve of, potentially, the biggest event in the history ofShelvoke & Drewry. 
The company had started in 1922 with a single chassis design. Now, some 58 years later, it was poised to announce 
not just one, but a range of special purpose truck chassis onto the market, it was also the first commercial vehicle 

exhibition at the NEC. Time to make headlines... 


L ooking back to the 1978 Commercial 
Vehicle show, it still seems amazing 
that a small-scale manufacturer 
like Shelvoke & Drewry could have 
launched a whole new range of 
specialised truck chassis in one go. 

On the one hand, the mainstream UK 
manufacturers were increasingly looking to 
win orders from wherever they could - while 
still giving the appearance of being detached 
and aloof from the rapid advances being 
made by the continental importers. Mergers 
had forced old competitors to work together - 
with often mixed and nearly always confusing 
results - against a backdrop of a constant 
round of recessions, increases in inflation 
and/or reductions in the value of the Pound 
Sterling, which then triggered a new round 
of pay demands. Not so much the 'Brave New 
World'the staff at SD were looking forward to; 
more like a future of increased uncertainty. 

From my design and marketing perspective, 
it had become increasingly obvious that the 
attitude of senior British management was 
almost entirely to blame for poor employee 
relations and the advance of the foreign 
brands. To make matters worse, UK design 
talent, while in demand overseas, was 
neglected here. But when it came to'aloof, 
the sales staff at Shelvoke & Drewry could 
have written the book. And it was probably 
this factor, taking into account that SD sold 
'direct'to the end customer, rather than 
through regional dealers and distributors, that 
ultimately caused the whole SPV project to 
falter. 

But on the eve of the show? After the 
setback of the strike back at the Letchworth 
factory (absolutely not the fault of the 
unions), partially-completed chassis had 
to be transported up to the NEC, where a 
hand-picked team from the chassis line,'finish 
off and the paint shop had worked a week 
of fourteen hour shifts to get all the exhibits 
completed. It worked. We'd done it - thanks 
to the'unofficial'co-operation of the union 
representatives, by the way. 


If Leyland^J 

Scania,Fodeivl 

ERF,l^lvo or 
Magir us don’t 
come up to your 

standards... J 
Shelvoke SPV ^ 


iWhen it comes to bu3dng a new truck, 
you’re probably spoilt for choice. 

There are plenty of manufacturers to 
choose from, offering countless standard 
off-the-peg vehicles. 

All very good. 

But what if you need 
something special^ Out 
of the ordmary? 

The mass producers 
will do their Ixst to 
supply you with a 
conversion. 

The question is will it 
suit your precise needs? 

That’s where Shelvoke SPV comes in. 
Because we design and build our vehicles 
from scratch. To meet your exact 



requirements. Vehicles like crash tenders, 
airport service trucks, drilling rigs, recovery 
units, logging trucks, militaiy vehicles. You 
name it. 

The only thing they have in common is 
the finest engineering quality. Quality you 
can take for granted. 

And, of course, you have the option of 
our new, remarkably versatile, all-steel 
T’-series cabs. 

All this makes Shelvoke SPV the first 
choice for all kinds of 
special purpose vehicles. 

So if you can’t get what 
you want off 
the shelf, you 

know where . umitc 

to come. 


Shelvoke SP^ 


LETCHWORTH. HERTS SG6 lEN. TEL:04626 si 
fl butterfielo-harvey company 


Shelvoke SPV A newforce in British trucking 




j 


Above: A bit OTT perhaps, but with the Launch of the new SPV range, there really was a chance 
that the company could stretch the ‘built-to-customer-order’ policy that had served it so well in 
the municipal sector, throughout other user groups such as fire, airside and even transport and 
distribution. This advert invited potential customers to come to stand 14 in Hall 5 at the NEC to 
see for themselves. The 1978 SMMT show was the first at the NEC. 
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Left: ‘ALL the styLe of a Shed’. As marketing 
manager, it was our MaLcoLm’s job to present 
the company’s products in the best Light - 
not easy when the end resuLt Looked Like this. 
Here, one of BiLL BentLey’s ‘mid-engined’ crash 
tender chassis designs, with cab buiLt by 
CarmichaeL, is being tested at the Chobham 
test track. 

Below: And here’s a Later 4x4 rear-engined 
design utiLising a modified OgLe-designed 
cab with tapered side paneLs and centraL 
steering, fitted with AngLoco top hamper.This 
unit was ordered by Humberside Airport. The 
‘Bull bars’were actuaLLy made from exhaust 
pipe, but Looked the part! 


OUR MALCOLM'S 
FINEST HOUR? 

With my'corporate'paint scheme of white 
cabs, grey chassis and distinctive red and 
blue stripes - aside from the firefighters and 
the BP refueller, that is - the new SPVs looked 
stunning. And so did the company stand. For 
a fraction of what was spent by Leyland or 
Scania, I managed to design a'double decker' 
by utilising the Norcolift'Hi-Loader'aircraft 
scissor-lift truck body in elevated position 
(with the hydraulics locked!) as a first-floor 
meeting room, complete with sliding patio 
doors opening out onto the 'balcony'. Without 
doubt, it was my finest hour - but sucess 
was also down to the team from the factory. 



Above: With the SPV range Launched, it was 
time to get some pubLicity.This is the front 
cover of a 12-page reprint of articLes from 
‘Truck’ magazine. The ‘cover story’was on the 
new firefighters with aLL-steeL cabs. This is 
the prototype with singLe headLights and 
top-hamper equipment by Cheshire Fire 
Engineering - once a division of ERF. 


So, to celebrate, I treated all twenty of'em 
to breakfast in the'posh'dining room of the 
Metropole Hotel on expenses - much to the 
glaring looks from the SD sales staff! 

If there were doubts about the future, I 
don't remember them. That would come 
later. With the design of the vehicle liveries, 
brochures and several examples of my styling 
work completed, my next task was to get the 
new SPV Range products featured in as many 
magazines as possible - while continuing 
to promote the'mainstream'SD municipal 
vehicles of course. 

Initially, the non-municipal SPV chassis were 
erected by the engineers in 'experimental', 
under foreman Keith Dunham, but as the 
number of designs grew - and orders started 
to come through - they were then erected on 
the main chassis lines in 'Number One'factory, 
alongside the RCV chassis. 

Shelvoke & Drewry was now officially in 'the 


lorry business'. But it wasn't all plain sailing. 
Frustratingly, it wasn't until after the show 
had finished that the vehicles on the stand 
were in any fit state to be photographed - 
thus enabling me to put together a proper 
quality SPV Range leaflet. This was my first real 
chance to start with a clean sheet of paper, 
so the only typography on the front cover 
announced:"NowThere's a New Force in the 
British Truck lndustry."The word 'lorry'was too 
old fashioned. And 'Commercial vehicle'was 
too much of a mouthful.'Truck'on it's own, 
sounded a bit too American, but'British Truck 
Industry'seemed to be right. 

SAYING GOODBYE TO'JAMES' 

At the same time. I'd already reached the sad 
conclusion that'Shelvoke and Drewry SPV 
Range'was too much of a mouthful to catch 
on, so suggested to the Board that from now 
on, the vehicle badging and promotional 
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1: After the butch-Looking airfieLd crash 
tenders, our Malcolm’s next project was the 
‘low-entry’ cab for the ‘Hi-Loader’ chassis. 

Here is his original drawing. 

2; Amazingly, the overall cab height was 
less than seven feet - enabling a full crew 
to be carried if required, while still being 
able to service the smallest aircraft. Even 
more amazing is that the cab used the same 
pressings as the standard-height municipal 
cab seen here alongside this prototype 
mock-up. 

3: Lift height was over eighteen feet - more 
than enough to enable our Malcolm to 
utilise the body of the show vehicle as a first 
floor meeting room. Here is the show vehicle, 
having just been driven out of the NEC after 
the show... 

4: And this is what production versions 
looked like in THE magenta. Even cab door 
was the same as on RCV cabs. 



material should become'Shelvoke SPV'and 
'Shelvoke Municipal'. Sad because it was 
James Drewry who was the engineer - Harry 
Shelvoke was'only'the salesman. This was 
agreed. Updating the SD logo was more of 
a problem. Being round, it didn't sit well on 
the front of the square Ogle-styled cab - 
increasingly being used on a number of SPV 
chassis as well as the municipal vehicles. 

My work on the revised front bumper and 
front panel of the firefighter range had made 
a dramatic improvement over the single 
headlamp CFE prototype and after what 
seemed like endless meddling, the CFO at 
London Fire Brigade finally accepted the 
design. SD - the biggest manufacturer of 
binwagons in the UK - was going to supply 
front line fire engines to the capital city! And 
as various 'road tests' by Pat Kennett in Truck 
magazine and elsewhere underlined, the'WX' 
chassis, featuring the Perkins V8 diesel and 
Detroit Allison auto box, handled really well, 
too. 

But there was still the nagging issue of the 
need for several different cab designs.The 
Motor Panels cab, as used by Foden, was one 
of the least attractive on the market and it was 
very difficult to update or disguise it's origins. 
The initial prototype 4x4 had the military-style 
split screen and looked awful but, even after 
my make-over of the curved-screen version 
for the aircraft refuellers - and all the coloured 
stripes I could muster - there was little 
'corporate'visual link with the Ogle-designed 
cab. 

At the same time, there was a corporate 
identity issue, by leaving it to bodybuilders 
and top hamper manufacturers to design 
and build the cabs. Chubb fire wanted the 
end-product to be'a Chubb' - in that respect, 
it worked. In contrast, those of Carmichael, 
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Angloco and most of the rest tended to have 
all the style of a 'shed'. With the firefighter cabs 
sorted, my next task was to give the aircraft 
crash tenders some style. 

Part of the Ogle cab contract included a 
full-size wooden mock-up with working doors 
and an interior that could be sat in. After 
some initial layouts, I got the go-ahead to 
work with plant engineer Bob Ediin, and cab 
shop craftsmen Roy Haigh and David Noon, 
to produce a full-size mock-up of a centre 
steering steel cab for use on Bill Bentley's 
latest chassis design, the CX. It would not, I 
was told by the company's sour-faced chief 
engineer, "be any use because the cab front 
panel was too narrow." 

The market demanded a flush join between 
cab and full-width top hamper, I was told. I 
found a solution. We could taper the sides out 
to give a wedge-shaped plan view, with a new 
GRP roof and steel floor to hold it all together. 
With a central driver's position, the officer's 
seat to one side and a double crew seat to the 
other side of the driver, a four man crew could 
be accommodated. All using standard cab 
pressings. All it needed was a butch-looking 
'bull bar' (made from exhaust pipe!) and the 
transformation was complete. It looked great. 

PROPER LORRIES AT LAST! 

But it still wasn't'a proper lorry'- although 
three other SPV Range projects arguably were. 
One was the narrow-track'Citytruck', based 
on the PNL municipal chassis and featuring 
a Boalloy'Tautliner'body.This created a lot 
of interest as it was only two metres wide. It 

Right middle: For a while, it Looked as 
through the 4x4 and 6x6 on/off highway 
chassis would win significant orders - 
especially once the Less-than-successful 
Motor Panels cab was ditched in favour of 
the Ogle-designed steel tilt cab. Here is the 
reworked prototype which used a wider 
screen than the standard municipal cabs 
-this meant Shelvoke offering the same 
cab design in THREE overall widths! It was 
completed as a demonstrator in order to win 
County Council gritter orders - at the very 
time Local government funding was under 
attack by the Thatcher regime. Gritter body 
was byAtkinsons of CLitheroe - another well- 
established name under threat. 

Right bottom: Another 4x4SPV? Actually, 
this is the same chassis as the gritter, now 
painted olive green in an effort to attract 
military orders. After being tested by Pat 
Kennett of Truck magazine, it was fitted 
with a dropside tilt body by Marshalls of 
Cambridge for show at the British Army 
Equipment Exhibition. No orders were 
forthcoming - although ironically, Shelvoke 
had briefly imported an Oshkosh tank 
transporter in a bizarre attempt to win the 
Brtish Army tank transporter tractor business. 
Even more bizarrely, Oshkosh won the 
business direct after the demise of SD. 
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featured in a Truck'magazine roadtest, but 
no firm orders were forthcoming. It was too 
expensive for an 11 tonnes gross truck and 
was built with a manual gearbox - a factory- 
installed automatic option may have made a 
difference. 

But the Citytruck did help open discussions 
with breweries and soft drinks distributors 
like Coca Cola Southern Bottlers.This led to 
the design of the drop-centre section chassis 
'Brewerytruck'.The prototype was based on 
a 14 tonnes gross PX chassis and fitted with a 
'Rollersider'curtain-sided body by Lawrence 
David of Peterborough. Finally, this resulted in 
some orders, but at 16 tonnes gross with auto 
transmission. 

If the Ogle-designed cab had a major fault, 
it was that the cab floor height was no lower 
than that of then current commercial truck 
cabs, unlike earlier generations of SD, where 
cab'access'was always a major selling point. 

Top: A proper Little Lorry.This is the one-and- 
only'Citytruck’-the idea being to replicate 
the sucess of former generations of SD 
chassis as Load carriers in urban streets. It 
featured a BoaLLoyTautliner’ body, but failed 
to win any orders. It ended up as a works 
transport. 

Right: The prototype‘Brewerytruck as seen 
at the CV show. Note drop chassis frame and 
cab accommodation for at Least three. 


The next project put that right. 

Prior to the 1978 CV show, Norwich 
Coachworks (makers of the'Norcolift'range 
of scissor lift trucks) had made inquiries as to 
whether a special low cab chassis, using Ford 
running gear with an automatic Detroit Allison 
gearbox could be built for airside'commissary 
operations'- the posh phrase for delivering 
plastic food onto airliners.The end-result was 


named the'Hi-Loader', but the most important 
feature was the low cab. 

HOW LOW CAN YOU GO? 

Again, the drawing office said the Ogle cab 
pressings wouldn't work. After a few drawings, 
I proved it could be done by moving the 
whole cab forwards and mounting it on two 
tapered chassis rails - rather like the rear 
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Right: Here is the Press Release photo of 
the prototype fitted with a Lawrence David 
‘Rollersider’body. The void between the cab 
and body front bulkhead was utilised for gas 
bottle storage, while the curtain came down 
over the rear wheel arches. 

Below Left: What might have been. 

With Bedford shortly to be out of the 
equation, just might the major brewers 
have considered large numbers of new 
Shelvoke Brewerytrucks instead? Here, the 
demonstrator is being loaded with beer at a 
Charles Wells brewery, while an ageing open- 
backed Bedford drives past. 

Below right: Last gasp. A small fleet of drop- 
frame chassis were supplied to Coca Cola 
Southern Bottlers as 16 tonners before the 
whole SPV Range project unravelled. The 
first two featured in a press day event. 


sections of a front-engined double-deck bus 
chassis. The engine was behind the front axle, 
so 'tilt' wasn't needed. And because there was 
no engine hump, it was possible to include 
a flat floor with a three-man bench seat, set 
back slightly from the driver's seat line. Again, 
the old mock-up cab was used and reworked 
in-house. Using solid blocks of rubber on the 
doors, the A-posts - and as'over-riders' - it 
went into production exactly as I drew it - 
including the dash-mounted gear change 
quadrant. 

The walk-in capability of the Hi-Loader cab 
got me thinking... Back in the early 1970s, I'd 
suggested a low-entry dustcart cab, with a 
vertical Perkins engine under the body floor 
behind the front axle centreline - exactly like 
that of the Hi-Loader. Would there be a market 
for a four-man crew-cabbed RCV chassis to 
slot between the existing three man 'short cab' 
and the five/six man SD crewcab? As I'd been 
involved with the Lanchester Polytechnic in 
Coventry as a lecturer, a student project was 
hatched in order to get some background 
on which proposals could be made to the 
Board. A model was built. Ideas investigated. A 
proposal was written. 

THE END IS NIGH 

Sadly, the cracks were beginning to show in 


the finances of the Butterfield Harvey Group 
(of which Shelvoke was a major part) and 
the abrasive American-style management 
strategy adopted by recently-appointed MD 
Fred Hooson was beginning to bite. Even 
after massive PR success with the nationwide 
Dunlop'Supercrew'competition event (think 
of it as 'It's a Knockout' with bin wagons) 
and the publication of the MHB book on the 
company by Nick Baldwin, my immediate 
boss, sales director Basil Barber and the rest of 
the established management team were now 
being increasingly sidelined. 

Prices were increased to boost profits, 
which had the opposite effect as orders were 
cancelled. SPV Range orders fizzled-out before 
they really ever got going. Hard-hit municipal 
customers - fighting off a direct attack on 
their spending by the Thatcher Government - 
either purchased cheaper commercial chassis, 
deferred orders, or lost out entirely to waste 
contractors. Quality control went out the 
window as experienced staff were encouraged 
to take early retirement until, finally, in late 
1983 came the news of mass redundancies. As 
I was on the list, the whole low entry cab RCV 
project ended there. 

Had it reached production, the low entry cab 
RCV would have been 20 years ahead of the 
competition. Could it have saved SD? Sadly, 


Find out how SD trucks can help 
you, contact Shelvoke and Drewry 
Limited, Letchwonh, HertsSG6 TEN. 
Telephone 04626 6656. Telex 825656 


Municipal Vehicle Division 
Special Purpose Vehicle Div 
Spares and Service Division 


Above: End of... Ironically, one of our 
Malcolm’s last jobs at Shelvoke & Drewry was 
to design and produce a company calendar. 
This is the centre spread and shows the final 
‘Shelvoke’ logo. It also shows how well the 
original municipal cab design was adapted 
to fit the SPV chassis range - never a part of 
the original design brief! 

I doubt it. 

After limping on for another few years, 
'Shelvoke'was finally wound-up in 1991. One 
of the last chassis is preserved in the Peter 
Johnston Collection in Northern Ireland. 
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Magnificent 
Maltese Motors 



The Austin appeared to have 
original British number plates 
beneath the Maltese number 
plates. It is believed to be the 
former FCO 314, new in September 
1949 to Born of North lew. 


A recent short trip to Malta turned up 
more than Ian Young was bargaining for. 


E x-military vehicles were my 

prime reason for visiting Malta 
in late September this year, but 
encounters with several classic 
commercial vehicles and a small 
but well-attended classic vehicle show 
meant that I also got a taste of the Maltese 
love of vintage commercial vehicles. Malta 
is of course well known for its classic buses 
and, while most of them have now been 
taken off the road and replaced by newer 
models (many of which hail from the UK), 
there is still a small number of'Classic Buses' 
being used for the tourist trade. 

My first encounter with one of these 
classic buses was when I came across a 
1949 Austin CXB with original Plaxton 
coachwork that was parked on the sea front 
in Silema. The same bodywork was also 
available on Bedford OB, Commer Q4 and 
Commando chassis. The bus, owned by 
Supreme Travel of Malta, was being used 
for the company's'Three Cities Tour'and 
certainly stood out from the crowd with its 



Top and above: Among the many new, ex-British buses now working on the island, I came across 
this 1949 Austin CXB with original Plaxton C29F coachwork giving the bus graceful lines harking 
back to a time when style was more important than functionality. 
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Above and below: I’m not familiar with the 
Austin CXB, but the interior has a classic 
Art Deco period look that certainly makes it 
stand out from the crowd, but that material 
is not for the faint hearted - good job I had 
my sunglasses on at the time! 

Right: Unlike the Austin CXB, the Morris- 
Commercial bus had a door to the front and 
an open style entry point at the rear of the 
bus with seating for passengers, no bad 
thing with the temperatures experienced in 
Malta. 




Above: Though old 
in appearance, I have 
a feeling that the 
bodywork on this 
Morris-Commercial- 
based bus was a 
fictional concoction, 
based loosely on the 
appearance of older 
types. 

Left: Two radiator 
caps? No, the Morris- 
Commercial bus had its 
fuel tank on the front 
bulkhead, vintage style. 


sleek, stylish body and two-tone paintwork. 
Closer investigation revealed that it retained 
what appeared to be English number plates 
beneath the Maltese number plates and the 
stylish period-looking interior was certainly 
jazzy, though I fear the gaudy pattern and 
colours could have induced travel sickness in 
the more sensitive passengers! 


A couple of days later I came across a 
different classic bus parked in the same 
place, but this time it was a Morris- 
Commercial-based bus, with what looked to 
be a classic 'style' of bodywork rather than 
a period coachbuilt body, though I stand to 
be corrected on this. Interestingly, the bus 
retained the military-style split rim wheels. 
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Above: The Location for the classic vehicle 
show was a tiny town square near Luqa right 
next to a church and, despite cars arriving 
between 8 and 9 am on a Sunday morning, 
there were a Lot of Locals taking an interest 
and the architecture made for a beautiful 
backdrop. 

Left: This early 1950s Ford E83W Thames pick 
up was finished in a colour scheme so typical 
of classic Maltese vehicles and the finish was 
absolutely stunning! 


and I couldn't help notice that it had what 
looked like two radiator caps. The one on 
the bulkhead, of course, being for the fuel 
tank-very Vintage', but not what we would 
consider the ideal position. Once again the 
bus was part of the classic fleet operated by 
Cancu Supreme Travel, as witnessed by the 
monogram on the door. 

Sunday Show 

As part of the itinerary for my four-day visit 
to Malta, I was due to attend the Malta 
International Air Show on the Sunday. 
However, my host had planned a stop off 


beforehand at a local classic car show in a 
tiny town square near Luqa and, amongst 
the classic cars and military vehicles on 
display, were several superbly restored and 
presented vintage commercials. Considering 
this was such a small town and a tiny space 
in which to hold a classic vehicle event, the 
organizers had managed to cram in nearly 
two dozen vehicles ranging from a totally 
original Mk 1 Ford Escort two-door estate to 
a totally'tricked-up' Ford Popular custom car 
in purple metal-flake paintwork. 

Among the lorries present, the two 
outstanding vehicles were an early 1950s 



Ford E83WThames pick up and a Bedford 
A Type A3L drop side truck, both finished 
in a colourful red and green livery and 
emblazoned with the names'Roy Rogers'and 
'Tal-Bonc'. Both were typical of the distinctive 
style adopted on many Maltese lorries 
over the years, with painted coachlines, 
intricate monograms that almost gave the 
appearance of a typical old showman's 
caravans. The lorries are well known on the 
island, and while I fully intended to have a 
chat with the owners about their vehicles, 
unfortunately they disappeared as soon as 
the vehicles were parked up, and soon after, 

I was whisked away to the air show so our 
paths never crossed! 

Left: Obviously not original, but a restrained 
custom job on a 1946 Dodge pick up finished 
in a two-tone bronze metallic paint job that 
sets off the whitewall tyres and wooden stake 
sides at the rear. 


Below: Reflecting the original reason for Ian’s 
trip was this surprisingly original and well- 
preserved ex-MilitaryAEC Matador. 
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Above: Rear three-quarter view of the 
Cleveland Motor Spirit Bedford O Type tanker. 
Just in case you were in any doubt that it 
was a Bedford the name is repeated on the 
rear nameplate as well as the number plate 
holder. 

Right: The largest of the vehicles taking part 
in the classic vehicle show was this Bedford O 
Type tanker. The vehicle is fairly well known 
on the vintage scene having been restored 
to a very high standard, which shows off the 
attractive Cleveland Motor Spirit livery nicely. 


Above: This Bedford AType A3L drop side truck 
was the big brother to the little Thames pick 
up and painted in a matching livery. The 
vehicles clearly belonged to Roy Rogers, but I 
didn’t see any sign of Trigger, perhaps this Roy 
prefers a different kind of horsepower? 

Right: The paint finish on the Bedford AType 
was like glass,you could see your reflection 
in it! 


Other trucks in attendance included a 
mildly customized 1946 Dodge pick up, 
finished in metallic copper paint that looked 
stunning in the early morning sunshine, and 
another ex-British truck, a Bedford OType 
tanker in Cleveland Motor Spirit livery, which 
I believe is fairly well known on the vintage 
truck scene? 

For such a small show I was astounded 
at the quality of the vehicles on show and, 
what's more, there was a surprising level 
of interest from the locals, given that the 
vehicles had arrived at 8.30 am on a Sunday 
morning when most of us are still in bed! 
These brief encounters with the vintage 
classics on Malta have certainly whetted my 
appetite for the vehicles of Malta and the 
next time I visit I'll be setting aside a lot more 
time to delve into the thriving classic vehicle 
scene on the island. 


www.roadscene.com 


January 15 31 


















Mike Forbes has assembled 
another collection of pictures from 
the Chris Hodge Commercials 
'Stilltime'archive, showing vehicles 
involved with the collection, 
transport and delivery of milk. 


W e put together a number 
of interesting pictures of 
dairy vehicles in Vintage 
Roadscene issue 166, 
September 2013, with the 
promise of more and here they are. Bedfords 
seem to have been most popular during the 
1950s for the collection and delivery of milk in 
churns, bottles and even tankers, but there's an 
interesting selection of other makes too. 

Sometime in the future, we'll have a 
closer look at milk floats, which seem to be 
something of a'Cindarella'when it comes to 
books and magazines for enthusiasts, but 
they are still an interesting part of our road 
transport heritage, with the few left working 
under threat. 


How often do we actually think about where 
our daily'pinta'comes from and how it gets 
to us? In the 19th Century, the coming of the 
railways revolutionised the whole system, 
whereby milk could reach the large towns 
from distant dairy farms, rather than from cows 
cooped up in unhygienic conditions within the 
built-up areas. 

The carriage of milk in churns gradually 
gave way to bulk tankers, both by rail and 
increasingly by road, which has now taken over 
all the transport of milk. Over the years, the 
vehicles have changed; refrigeration has made 
the processes less time-critical. 

Younger people are only likely to see milk 
churns displayed in the same way as cart¬ 
wheels and other old artefacts, while it is 
possible the glass milk bottle could go the 


Above: Holes & Davigdor Hygienic Dairies was based in Davigdor Road in Hove, where a bottling 
and distribution centre was built in 1931. Later used as offices, the building was demolished in the 
1980s, to build a supermarket on the site. The company was a substantial one covering the area 
around Brighton in Sussex, indicated by the Austin K4 just seen on the right, run byAAMackinnon 
of Ashington. At one time. Holes & Davigdor had a fleet of nearly 100, most of which were electric- 
powered delivery vehicles. There were also Holes & Davigdor shops in Brighton and Hove, which 
would require deliveries, but it seems the company was taken over by United Dairies during the 
1960s. Here we have Bedford OLBD, FNJ 409 (East Sussex, 1950) being loaded with bottled milk in 
crates. (CHC a a0490) 


same way, with doorstep delivery constantly 
under threat in many areas. 

So it seems timely to remind ourselves of 
some of the types of vehicle which we might 
have seen in the past transporting milk on its 
progress between the farm, the creamery or 
dairv and the consumer. 
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Below: I couldn’t resist this picture of the jolly-looking 
milkman striding along on his rounds, with his pedestrian- 
controlled electric float, registered ENJ 476 (East Sussex, 
1948-9). He’s on the wrong side of the road - no problem 
in those days. The Holes & Davigdor company’s logo, 
prominently shown on the front of the float, was an old- 
fashioned milkmaid, carrying two buckets, surrounded by a 
ring with the company name. There is also a notice about 
‘Yoghourt’ - as it was spelled here - this company was an 
early producer of it as a health food. (CHC aao481) 




Above: Continuing further west, to Bournemouth, where M & P Dairies 
was based, we showed a couple of the company’s Bedford OLs and 
electric floats last time, but here is an early Morris J2, with the ‘horse- 
shore’shaped grille, YEL 624 (Bournemoth, 1959), presumably better- 
suited to country rounds which covered longer distances. Notice the 
door-less side aperture for easier access to the load. I remember in my 
youth, a local dairy, D O Jones of Oulton Broad, which ran a number of 
Fordson E83W vans for milk delivery with no rear doors fitted. 
(CHCaaulSl) 

Right: Here’s another of M & P’s milk floats, an earlier Morris J Type (DU 
875 (Bournemouth, 1957), registered in the year when the J was updated 
to the J/B with the ‘B’ Series overhead valve, but still with the Morris- 
Commercial badge above the radiator grille. This has a cut-out in the 
side for ease of unloading, but the sliding door gets in the way... The 
natty headboard on both vans says‘Beauty with Milk’while the lettering 
between the wheels says’ No unauthorised persons to ride in this vehicle’ 
- which probably hasn’t got a passenger seat anyway... (CHC aaul82) 


Left: Here’s what those two semi-trailers were waiting for 
in the other Holes & Davigdor picture. Presumably, the 
company’s Bedford Scammell-badged OSS tractor unit was 
used with several trailers to supply a number of distribution 
depots like the one seen here, which looks like a modernised 
old building - there’s a man still working on it to the right. 
The Bedford, ENJ 865 (East Sussex, 1948-9) has backed the 
single-wheeled, trailer with the tailboard down, up to the 
insulated door, for the crates to be man-handled off. This 
was, no doubt to some extent, a posed picture, with the 
Morrison Electricar -1 remember the badge under the screen 
from the local Co-op floats of my boyhood - LPE 380 (Surrey, 
1947) on the right. The driver looks as if he can’t decide 
whether to be in the shot or not... (CHC aao489) 




www.roadscene.com 


January 15 33 














































Right: Moving along the South Coast to 
Southampton, where Brown & Harrisons was 
based. This was another long-established 
dairy (the rings to tether horses can 
apparently still be seen in the Dairy Crest 
depot) swallowed up eventually by United 
Dairies, but while it was independent, its 
green and red vehicles delivered milk and 
allied products around the Southampton 
area. Here is Bedford OL, FOW 524 
(Southampton, 1948) being unloaded,! think, 
at one of the company’s premises. Hill Farm 
Dairy, Stratton Road, Shirley, Portsmouth Road 
or Broadlands Road. On the right is an electric 
float, MCR 356 (Southampton, 1953) the make 
of which I’m sure somebody will be able to 
identify, while there is another Bedford 0 on 
the left, which we’ll see again... (CHC abe089) 

Below: Many dairy companies would supply 
other allied products as wholesalers or 
retailers. Here we see Brown & Harrisons’ 
Bedford OWL box van, DTR185 (Southampton, 
1944) lettered ‘Pasteurised Milk, Butter, 

Eggs and Honey’on the sides, delivering 
‘Peek Freans’and other biscuits, plain 
flour, margerine and lots more, to a small 
independent grocer, next to Dewhurst the 
butcher and a Southampton Co-operative 
Society shop. Was the lady in the back the 
driver or‘van boy’...? (CHC abe093) 





Above: This is the Bedford OLseen on the left above, HCR 965 
(Southampton, 1950), being loaded with empty churns, as well as crates 
of bottles, both full and empty, an interesting combination of deliveries. 
Is the driver’s coat there to try to keep the engine warm? (CHC abelOO) 
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Above: Here is a Fordson E83Wvan being loaded with crates of milk at another loading point. The van appears to have a non-standard coachbuilt body. In 
the background is a pre-war Austin 10, some electric milk floats and a lorry already loaded with crates. (CHC abe099) 
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Top: Brown & Harrisons had a number of 
Bedford OWL lorries. This one had the classic 
milk-churn type of body, with the extra short 
platform behind the cab. It looks as if it is 
being loaded with empties for return to the 
farms. On the right, we can just see an early 
post-war Thornycroft, loaded with churns. 
(CHCabe094) 

Centre: This could be the lorry in the 
background of the picture of the Fordson van, 
a Bedford OWL, OCR 698 (Southampton 1940), 
being unloaded with a skid’, at what might be a 
school or works canteen. (CHC abelOl) 

Left: Photographed at M & P’s dairy or 
creamery, where its own Bedford ‘OL’s were 
seen last time, was this later Bedford TD5, 
WEL 94 (Bournemouth, early 1958) from just 
before this short-lived model was replaced by 
the ‘TJ’. Operated by contractor P Blandford of 
Sopley, Hampshire, its low-loading platform 
is slightly spoilt by those wheel-boxes, but 
they don’t seem to be having any problems 
loading it with empty churns for return to the 
farms. (CHC aaul83) 
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1: And now for something completely 
different - well, no, not really. We’re looking 
at the change-over from churns to bulk 
collection of milk from farms from around 
1960 onwards. This Guy Warrior, 7818 DA 
(Wolverhampton, 1960), was in the fleet of 
Miers Transport of Wolverhampton, a well- 
known haulage contractor and milk carrier 
- EFE has made a model of a Foden eight¬ 
wheeler in the company’s pale blue livery. 
(CHCaax375) 

2: The way it used to be, a Thornycroft 
Sturdy Diesel in the Miers fleet, GUK 335 
(Wolverhampton, 1949) is seen collecting 
churns from a farmyard, which can be 
seen to have involved quite a lot of heavy 
lifting. Here the farmer is lending a hand, 
but this was, no doubt, the exception 
rather than the rule. (CHC aax377) 

3: Old meets new; the Thorny leaves 
the farm track, as the Warrior passes, 
followed by a Riley Pathfinder - probably 
a posed shot. (CHC aax379) 

4: Back at base, or rather the dairy, 
the two meet up again, along with 
an Albion Chieftain tanker, VUK 505 
(Wolverhampton, 1958). 
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Above: Moving over to Wales, Queens Head Transport, based at Queens 
Head Garage in Welshpool, appears to have supplied transport into and 
out of the dairy, where these early Bedford S Type tankers, DEP 646 and 837 
(Montgomery, 1953) are being loaded, the milk presumably being taken 
on in bulk to a dairy or creamery elsewhere for bottling or processing. The 
vehicle shown on the cover appears to have been finished in a reversed 
livery and registered at the same time as the 0 type churn lorry below. 
(CHCabm767) 

Left: Another contractor collecting milk from farms was G Blake & 
Son, of Loxley, near Warwick. The company’s Dodge LAD-cabbed 300 
Series, with the early style of grille, 5565 UE (Warwickshire, 1960-1). 
The signage along the side of the tank tells us exactly what it was 
engaged in ‘Bulk Milk Collection From Farms’ in the same style as the 
Milk Marketing Board’s own vehicles. (CHC abe606) 



Above: A sister vehicle from the Blake fleet, registered 5564 UE, 
is seen from the rear, showing how the pump and metering 
equipment were contained in the compartment at the rear of 
the tank, in a style which seems to continue to be seen on milk 
tankers. (CHC abe 611) 



Above: The Bedford OL, CEP 476 (Montgomery - now Powys - 1951), of 
Queens Head Transport of Welshpool, seen here delivering a good load 
of milk in churns. The style of body, with the extra load at the front, 
must have made the steering very heavy. Notice all the churns are 
labelled, showing what was supplied by which farm. (CHCabm758) 


www.roadscene.com 


January 15 37 















































38*" January.15 - 











www.roadscene.com 





























A great view of a number of Wincanton Transport vehicles, unloading at the West Country factory of Dried Milk Products Ltd, part of the Cow & Gate company, 
which later became part of Unigate. There are four Bedfords unloading milk in churns, two ‘O’Types, JCV 730 (Cornwall, 1947) and MYD 668 (Somerset, 1951), 
which is lettered DMP, but has a Wincanton fleet number, and two‘TA’s,RYD 606 and RYB 155 (both Somerset, 1954), the first of which has a‘diesel’badge. The 
two‘TA’s have churns on the short upper platform, while those on the‘0’s are turned-up out of use. Behind all the Bedfords we can see an AEC eight-wheeled 
tanker being loaded, but not with dried milk, which was most likely being loaded in drums, into the box van in the background. (CHC dad675) 
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The Story Behind 

Kidderminster’s 

First Motor Ambulance 

Robin Hannay has sent us an account by Derrick Andrews, a collector of photographs and material relating to ambulance 
transport, civilian and military, written a few years ago, of how Kidderminster came to be provided with a motor 

ambulance back in the 1920s. 



Preface 

During 1967, when I was employed by the County 
Borough of Bury, I heard that the old premises of a former 
carriage and motor bodybuilder was to be demolished, 
as a part of a road improvement scheme. The premises 
in question were the County Carriage Works, Rochdale 
Road, Bury, which had been the home of Wilson and 
Stockall, Ambulance Specialists, Builders, Inventors and 
Patentees from 1877 to 1961. 

During these years the company built all kinds of 
horse-drawn vehicles and, from 1904, the workforce 
applied their skills to motor vehicle coachwork and 
bodywork. At the Great Paris Exhibition of 1900, Wilson 
and Stockall was awarded three prize medals, plus 
several more at London, Milan and New Zealand, in 
later years. I was fortunate in finding a folder containing 
several old photographs of ambulances, including the 
Austin supplied to Kidderminster. 

Among the firm's papers I salvaged, I found some of the 
letters that Walter Todd had sent to Wilson and Stockall 
over 60 years ago. To me, they revealed a great story of 
how one man devoted his time and efforts to a cause 
that he believed in - a cause that was later to benefit all 
the people of Kidderminster. I hope that you will enjoy 
reading this account of his work which is also a facet of 


the history of our present day Ambulance Service. 

One month after my visit the County Carriage Works 
were gone for ever. 

One Man's vision 

Walter Todd, born in Lancashire, was the man who 
campaigned for seven years to provide the people 
of Kidderminster with a motor ambulance. In cold 
print,'seven years'does not appear to be a long time, 
but when you consider year after year, one man's 
continuous devoted struggle to persuade others that 
a motor ambulance was essential for the community 
of Kidderminster, one cannot fail to admire his 
determination, year in and year out, to provide the 
vehicle that we take for granted today- - an ambulance. 

Surely as a successful business man, it would have been 
far easier for him to have left it for someone else to worry 
about but, fortunately for the people of Kiddenninster, 
Walter Todd worried about it himself. 

He began his campaign in 1921 and continued to 
interest people and win them over until he realised his 
goal in 1928, a well-earned win for Walter Todd and the 
beginning of a new service for the sick and injured of 
Kidderminster. 

Although a native of Stretford, Lancashire, Walter Todd 


had lived in Smethwick and the statement of his business 
notepaper,"Late of Smethwick, Staffs", indicates that he 
was a well-known business man there, before moving 
to Kidderminster in 1918, where he traded as an English 
timber merchant and manufacturer of'rusticalities'for 
garden decorations. 

The Superintendent of Smethwick Fire Brigade, Mr Tom 
Chandler, had recommended to Todd the name of Wilson 
and Stockall of Bury as ambulance builders. In search 
of information regarding ambulance vehicles, Todd 
wrote to Wilson and Stockall, indicating in no uncertain 
manner that "Kidderminster has no real ambulance 
service and times are difficult to get the local town council 
to make necessary expenditure. I have a few supporters 
regarding this cause and am at the moment compiling 
data so as to press the matter forward."Jodidi continued 
with the comment that was to be the background of his 
endeavours:"/ am one of those individuals who realise that 
an Ambulance Service should be installed in every town. The 
town without such a necessity is really behind the times." 

A letter on this theme was written by Todd and 
appeared in the local press. However, this was but the 
beginning and usual black cloud cast its all too familiar 
shadow: "butlookattheexpense."Jodidi was not to be 
deterred and his reply was: "expense is not the hindrance 
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that they imagine." Thus the first letter arrived at Bury 
from Walter Todd, written 17th October 1921, which was 
to be the first of many. 

In order to assist Todd with his enquiries, Stockall 
informed him that the usual procedure of operating a 
motor ambulance was to garage it at the local fire station. 
Expenses for general upkeep and maintenance were 
kept to a minimum by charging private patients 1/- per 
mile, which applied to patients who were "fairiyweii 
to do", although accident cases were taken to hospital 
free of charge. In other cases, for patients in poorer 
circumstances, each case would be investigated by the 
local Ambulance Committee and the charge may be 
reduced to 6d per mile, or in a case where the patient 
could not make any payment at all, the cost would be 
met by the Committee. 

In his first letter to Stockall, Todd mentioned that 
he originated from Lancashire, and must have been 
surprised when he learned that Stockall was in fact a 
Worcestershire man and had spent practically all his 
boyhood in the Kidderminster area. On this topic,Todd 
wrote: "You know it takes the breath of the Midianders 
away when North Country methods are adopted." Jo66 
continued: "and now for getting a meeting together to 
see whether we cannot get some reai warmth into the 
endeavour of a Town's Ambuiance Service and a pious hope 
that sufficient heat wiii be thereby generated to make it 
possibie to have a reai up-to-date Motor Ambuiance. 

In January 1922,Todd wrote that a meeting had 
been arranged for later that month, to form a special 
Committee which would attempt to rouse public 
sympathy and raise the necessary cash for the 
ambulance, with the 
further objective of 
handing same over to the 
town and thereby put 
into reality a "Town's Motor 
Ambuiance Service" Todd 
added: "One supporter has 

aiready mentioned that he thinks a cheap chassis wouid 
do, but i disagree and favour a good chassis. What is worth 
doing at aii, is worth doing weii is the motto i have tried to 
stick to through iife." Todd was to remain firmly adhered 
to this motto. 

It is doubtful if the January meeting was ever held. 

If it was, it certainly failed to provide an Ambulance 
Committee. Todd wrote in October of the same year, and 
using his pleasant wit describes the ambulance project 
as still in "dreamiand". He continued: "i never iose one 
moment or an opportunity in broaching the matter and as 
the iocai government eiection period is now on, we are not 
far off the date when the composition of the Town Councii 
wiii be fixed for another 12 months. Two or three days ago, i 
was having a chat with the iocai press regarding the matter 
and i am assured of their support. My present endeavour 
is to try a meeting for November, the idea being to form a 
iocai committee with power to raise the 'necessary'by pubiic 
subscription and coiiections etc." 

Walter Todd had fixed a target of £1,000, although he 
mentioned that this sum seemed to dampen the spirits 
of those whom he approached; another difficulty was 
the fact that funds were being sought for other local 
causes, a War Memorial Infirmary and Nursing Home 
and, even though the War Memorial was to be unveiled 
during October, it was still short of funds and all these 
items were affecting Todd's efforts. 

During the following month of November, as a result 
ofTodd's appeals and comments in the local press 
regarding the proposed ambulance service, a gift of 
a horse-drawn vehicle, used for carrying passengers, 
was offered to the Town Council. This was accepted by 
the Council but, of course, would require converting 


for ambulance use. Todd commented: "whiistfuiiy 
appreciating the spirit of the offer from the resident, i do not 
think it wiii meet with what i have in mind."Of course not, 
because Todd's objective was quite clear, a proper motor 
ambulance, up-to-date and serviceable for the district. 

Later that month, Todd wrote: "Pubiic opinion is siowiy, 
verysiowiy, turning my way. No one iocaiiy knows of the 
amount of data i have complied at this date in favour of 
my scheme, i shaii not rest until my dream is reality." Todd 
remarked how pleased he was to learn that the cost of a 
suitable ambulance could be £6-700, he concluded: "This 
adds to my confidence." 

On 18th June,1923, Todd addressed a group of 
businessmen and, no doubt, gained a few more 
supporters. He wrote to Stockall on the subject of a 
further quotation of £535: "That figure cheers me, it seems 
within one's reach, as far as this locality is concerned. The 
adherents to the cause grow weekly and, from several 
quarters, I am urged not to slacken but stick to my guns, if I 
might put it that way. Movements in this town are always 
very, very slow, for many years other items have been 
wanted and it would appear as if sponsors of anything for 
public benefit have to stick it long and speak loud on every 
opportune occasion. Still I think the day is much nearer 
regarding this town's ambuiance." 

High on Todd's list of problems were people who 
opposed the idea of an ambulance, although the exact 
aims of the anti-ambulance people were never exposed. 
This, however, was probably just as well. It is doubtful 
that Todd ever understood them, he comments: "I cannot 
state how one is handicapped by the opposition, there is 
naturally an opposition, but the cause is good, the need so 
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apparent that one gentleman stated only this week: 'Todd 
it will have to come' I replied: 'I realised that over two years 
ago! He asked: 'You will fight it out?'I replied: 'Certainly I 
never let go once I am convinced the need is there and as 
supporters grow, the matter will become an accomplished 
fact'!' 

Wilson and Stockall of Bury were the first patentees 
of ambulances and were, in fact, the largest builders 
of ambulances in England. Actually, the company's 
products were in use on every continent. From this 
vast experience, one can appreciate the numerous 
queries that the firm had to deal with, particularly 
from individuals and concerns who had little, if any, 
knowledge of motor vehicles and the systems of 
ambulance operation. 

Walter Todd knew that the simple way to obtain 
knowledge, in order to pass on information to 
others, was to ask questions. Here are but a few of 
them on the subject of a particular vehicle:- 

(a) Is the Berliet an easily driven machine? I can drive 
several kinds of motors myself, but have never seen a 
Berliet. Let me know your experience. 

(b) Is it an easy starter? 

(c) Simple construction or otherwise? 

(d) How long would it take to teach several men to drive 
and get a little inside knowledge of the Berliet motor? 

(e) Have you any data as to the annual running cost? 
Todd had apparently made some provisional enquiries 

regarding an ambulance driver and had thoughts for 
seeking police assistance on this matter. He told how he 
explained this problem to other people:- 

(a) Is the objective to place an ambulance in the control 
of the police? No. 


(b) Who is going to drive? The policemen. 

(c) Can they drive? They can be taught like anyone else. 

(d) Will it not mean that an extra man will be wanted as 
driver? Certainly not, several members of the force would 
be only too pleased to, become efficient drivers when the 
time arrives. 

So Todd continued to obtain positive answers for the 
many varied questions that he so willingly dealt with. 

During this period, there was another equally 
important set of enthusiasts, who were endeavouring 
to modernise the fire brigade and their keenness to 
provide better equipment was creating some delay in 
Todd's efforts to raise money. One can imagine how 
often people must have commented: "Let's get a good fire 
service first, then think about an ambuiance." 

It was apparent that Todd had every sympathy for the 
fire brigade supporters and, after all, he was in a better 
position than most people to understand their many 
difficulties. On this subject, he wrote: "The fire brigade 
is sort of run on voluntary lines, as yet this town has no 
permanent full time firemen, but this is another item that 
will come in time. I believe in a few weeks we shall be in 
possession of a brand new motor fire engine. Up to the 
present, horses have to run the engine to any outbreak that 
occurs. The cost of this motor fire engine has been collected 
privately among the larger firms of the town. I learn that 
to get to this happy state, several years of propaganda has 
been going on." 

In order to give Todd factual information relating 
to the operating costs of a Berliet ambulance, 

Stockall had contacted one of his customers, St John 
Ambulance Brigade, Kirkham, Lancashire.The Divisional 
Superintendent, Mr 
Heslop, sent the following 
details: "We average 
20 miles per gallon and 
lubricating oil is provided 
free bya local mill. We 
have had to get brakes 
refined, otherwise we had no expense. Last week, we went to 
Brough, Westmorland, 157 miles through very hilly country, 
on eight gallons. 

"Theprevious week, we went to Stoke on Trent, 160 
miles on eight gallons, both very successful runs and very 
satisfactory for the patients."Jhe Kirkham ambulance 
charges were identical to those previously recommended 
by Stockall and Mr Heslop mentioned these charges left 
a nice margin. It was apparent that the St John personnel 
manned the ambulance in a voluntary capacity.This fact 
was endorsed by Mr Heslop's concluding paragraph: "On 
one or more occasions, we had to pay for a driver, at 2/6d 
per hour, when our regular men have not been available." 

So on to 1924, when on 5th May, Todd wrote: "I am still 
ploughing the ground regarding what I term a 'necessity' 
here. Concerning the make of chassis, there are several 
opinions; one gent favours a Ford, because he thought it 
was the easiest thing in motors to drive and good enough. 
Now an Austin 20 hp was mentioned, because the Austin 
works are within reach of Kidderminster and, here again, 
the feeling was that spares, breakdowns, etc, could have a 
better attention." 

Another twelve months passed and Todd had to 
contend with perhaps his largest competitor for local 
funds. It was apparent that he could forsee that, if he 
exercised his patience a little longer, it may well prove 
to his advantage. Would 1925 be his lucky year? In May 
of that year, Todd wrote: "We have a local scheme for 
extension to the infirmary, entailing some £25,000, which 
has had to be raised voluntarily, and a foundation stone is 
being laid this August by the Prime Minister, so you will see 
'kind hearts'are busy, very busy, and when broached, the 
matter of an up-to-date motor ambulance, less than two 
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KIDDERMINSTER MOTOR AMBULANCE 
FUND. 


[Roiii-luteil froiu “ TLo JuUdcrmiaatel' 
Times,*' January 14Ui, 1828.] 


KIDDERMINSTER AMBULANCE. 


Aa Appeal. 


(To the Editor, “ Kidderminster Timas "). 
KIUDKUMINSTUa MOTOJB JJlBULAKCJi 
FUND. 

Dear Sira,—'J'lie comnaitee who have the 
above matter in hand, held a meeting last 
uigirt (January 8th; and the ioilowinB 
was uatlineJ with the hope that 
with the enthusiastic support ot every 
citucu. we uugUt reach onr objeotivo at 
tue enrliest possible moment. 

(a) That we invite the Press to assiel the 
I’uuil by issuiuK through their columns 
the '■ Appeal " wctecUed. 

(b) That every him in the town is ap- 
IKuleil to, lor a dou»tiou to the fund. 

Vc) 'io enable all to contribute, collect¬ 
ing curds will be issued to responsible pei-- 
bous. SJ tliat small amounts may be 
necumulaled. 

Uoaotions may be paid into Messrs. 
Lloytls bunk Ltd., Vicar Street, to the Hon. 
Sociolury, Walter Totld, 3, Uowdley Hill. 
Kiudei minster; to the "Kidderminster 
•iimes, " Uxfonl Street, Kidderminster. 

An official receipt will be issued for oil 
donations to the fuud. 

Knowing your interest In this scheme, 1 
feel conhuent that we may count on yom- 
continued support until the objective is 
attained. 

Your* faithfully, 

WALTER TOED. 
Hon. Sec. 

" The Jlouut,'* 3, Bewdley Hill, 
Kidderminster. 

January lOtb, 1828. 

THE APPEAL. 

Fellow Cilisens.—The '* need ” of a Town’s 
Motor Ambalunce has been a long felt 
necessity. 

Such a conveyance should bo in Oio 
luiuU ot our Town Council, and controlled 
by them in the interests of the inliahitouts 
(and vi-sitoiw) goncrally. 

The Town Council, at their lueetiiig on 
Jutiunry *, 1928, agreed by a large majority 
the gift ol a motor ombuianco 
and to nniintoiiu suiue as 

(and their friends) is invited 
to this fuud. 

a real, live objective in wltich we 
stand together on a " common " 
irrespectivo of Creed or Politics, 
I>ai't in “ real citizenship." 

" of the committee is to secuio 
£000 to £700. 
is great—the “ cause " U 
— just give, and feel a 
belter citizen for the effort. 

K'o resident should stand outside this 
appeal. 

Accidents haiii^n to all—rich and poor— 
and to have “ efficient service " at the time 
of a mishai>, is of paramount importance. 
Yours for the Cause, 

W. H, STEWART SMITTI, Chairman, 

E. J. GREENING, Hon. Treaaurer. 
WALTER TODD, Hon. Seerotary. 
Donations may be paid direct to Messrs. 
Lloyds Ilaok, Ltd., or. to the lion. Secro- 
(ary, 3, Bewdley Hill, Kiddei'muister. 


KIDDERMINSTER’S DESIRE .—A n up-to-date Motor 
Ambulance with a service" that will allow of tis 
"fullest utility ” to the community as a whole. 


Qiy£—-just GIVE and fed a better citizen for the 
effort. 


to 


kelp us 


to 


YOUR HELP is necessary 
objective. 


attain the 


Reprinted from the Kidderminster Times, Jamnuary 14th, 1928, the Appeal for funds for a 
motor ambulance for the borough. 


months ago, the feeling was expressed that it would be 
better to wait a short time and then I shall have the services 
of several to help this other need along to a success.'Todd 
concluded: "Several subscriptions already promised, but I 
want it to be a town's effort." 

In November 1926: "The scheme still in dreamland" was 
again the opening comment on a postcard sent by Todd 
to the Bury ambulance builders. He also mentioned 
that he had got data on the Doncaster ambulance, this 
vehicle being secured by the Doncaster Rotary Club and 
supplied by Wilson and Stockall. Todd's persistence over 
the years to form a Motor Ambulance Committee was at 
last to be rewarded; he was, in 1927, to get a committee 
and the committee in turn were going to get a job to do. 

Todd sent a request to Wilson and Stockall for the loan 
of publicity blocks to illustrate an appeal leaflet which 
he was preparing. His suggestion for a full side view 
and an interior view, showing two stretchers, was not 
without thought. After all, how many locals had seen a 
motor ambulance? Even Todd admitted that he had not 
seen a top stretcher being used. The blocks were duly 
loaned, featuring a Ruston Hornsby ambulance, another 
then famous name in motor engineering. In this letter, 
dated September 1927,Todd related: "Itissixyearssincel 
first threw the limelight of publicity on this need - time flies 
quickly but it is surprising how days go into months, months 
into years. Regarding my efforts to create a favourable 
public opinion - there is an opposition to fight, Tm still as 
optimistic as ever of ultimate success." 

Had Todd been a boxer, he would have been a credit 
to the ring; he would have been the type of boxer who. 


even when being continuously knocked down, would 
return to his feet, fighting. These beliefs are more than 
endorsed by the contents of a letter, written by Todd on 
13th October, 1927. "The matter cropped up at the town 
council meeting yesterday and they voted against the 
resolution 'that the Council should accept the ambulance 
from the citizens'; an amendment was put and carried. 

The voting was nine for and nine against, the Mayor 
giving a casting vote for his own amendment." Six years of 
perseverance and then Todd was to discover that half the 
council was against his ideas. 

It would appear the other half of the council, those 
that did approve, were actually the people who inspired 
Todd to continue with his efforts. He wrote: "lam not 
down-hearted. Every pioneer has to go through several 
stages, generally the first is ridicule, then a little stagnation, 
then we get to toleration and ultimate finality." 

Todd related a recent conversation in this classic letter: 
"One citizen said to me yesterday: 'I see Todd, they have 
turned the idea down.' I said: 'just for the moment' He said: 

7 should chuck the whole thing up.' 'What for?'said I, 'Tm 
right! I've now welded a strong committee together, if we 
cannot face a bit of opposition, well it is useless anyone 
striving for anything. Everything has to be fought for, 
struggled for, it will come; cheer up, I shall want even you to 
collect! 'Good Luck,'said he and passed on. 

November 1927 brought more problems, concerning 
the potential running costs of an ambulance, differences 
of opinion, some for, some against, letters and speeches, 
Todd's comment: 'The matter will not rest now, in my 
opinion, as the public are interested in the controversy." 


In his letter of 12th December, Todd told of the last 
meeting of the town council, where the proffered gift 
was not accepted, voting being 10 for and 11 against. 
However, the newly-formed Kidderminster Motor 
Ambulance Fund, with Walter Todd as Hon Secretary 
and Alderman W H Stewart Smith as Chairman, was to 
continue with its objectives. So passed Kidderminster's 
last Christmas without an ambulance. I remember 
thinking to myself when I first read through the 
Kidderminster ambulance file: "When will it end; how 
will it end?" I also recall wondering, as the file gradually 
diminished: "would 1928 conclude Walter Todd's noble 
efforts?" 

The fourth day of this new year was to prove the 
turning point in this slow but sure campaign to provide 
decent transport for the sick and injured alike. An appeal 
full of common-sense appeared in the Kidderminster 
Times of 14th January, 1928, headed simply:'An Appeal'. 

Eellow Citizens - The need of a Town's Motor Ambulance 
has been a long felt necessity. Such a conveyance should be 
in the hands of our Town Council and controlled by them in 
the interests of the inhabitants (and visitors) generally. The 
Town Council at their meeting on January 4th, 1928, agreed 
by a large majority to accept the gift of a motor ambulance 
from the citizens and to maintain same as a Town's Service. 
Every citizen (and their friends) is invited to make a gift to 
this fund. 

Here is a real, live objective in which we can ail stand 
together on a 'common'platform, irrespective of Creed or 
Politics and play a part in 'real citizen ship! The aim of the 
committee is to secure a sum of between £600 and £700. 

The 'necessity' is great - the 'cause' is a good one. Give - just 
give and feel a better citizen for the effort. No resident should 
stand outside this appeal. Accidents happen to all - rich and 
poor-and to have 'efficient service'at the time of a mishap 
is of paramount importance. 

Yours for the cause, 

W H Stewart Smith, Chairman 
FJ. Greening, Hon Treasurer 
Walter Todd, Hon. Secretary 

Another factual statement that appeared on a hand¬ 
out leaflet, almost condensed the aims ofTodd's toils for 
the past six years. 

KIDDERMINSTER'S DESIRE - An up-to-date Motor 
Ambulance with a'service'that will allow of it's'fullest 
utility'to the community as a whole. YOUR HELP is 
necessary to help us to attain the objective. 

I feel quite sure that nobody could have lived with 
Walter Todd without taking an interest in his objective 
and I can well imagine the lengthy discussions that were 
held over a meal.Therefore, it did not surprise me at all 
when I observed the names of Mrs W Todd and Miss Todd 
among those serving on the Fund Committee. 

Reporting progress in a letter of 19th January, Todd 
said: "At long last, the Eund has started - and the committee 
just hopes that the donations will come along briskly so 
that the objective might be attained at the earliest moment. 
At present, approx 25% of the total has been promised but, 
of course, the appeals have onlyjust gone forth yesterday 
and we are just starting the work of organising the forces for 
the smaller amounts." 

At this stage, the Fund Committee had not decided 
what make of chassis or body they intended to purchase, 
although they did seem provisionally to favour the 
Austin 20 hp chassis.Todd also mentioned that he was 
to accompany the Chairman and inspect ambulances 
already being operated by the neighbouring towns 
of West Bromwich, Smethwick and Birmingham, all of 
which favoured Wilson and Stockall bodies. In fact, all the 
ambulances then operated by the Birmingham Police 
had been built in Bury. It is interesting to note that Wilson 
and Stockall had supplied both horse-drawn and motor 
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ambulances to the Birmingham authorities before 1910. 

By the beginning of March, the fun had past the £425 
mark. Todd commented: "Personally, I have great hopes of 
reaching the £650 mark, so that the committee can do the 
task well." Jh\s sum ascended to £490 before the end of 
the month and the committee ordered an Austin 20 hp 
chassis from the local Austin Dealers, Laughton Goodwin 
and Co, of George Street. 

Having previously mentioned that the Fund 
Committee Chairman was Alderman W H Stewart Smith 
and that the Todd family accounted for a further three 
members, I feel sure that Kidderminster people may like 
to be reminded of the names of the other committee 
members. 

■ Hon Treasurer Mr F J Greening, Lloyds Bank Ltd 

■ Mrs Stewart Smith, Mrs Petvin Porter 

■ Mr J L Stretton JP, Dr Petvin Porter 

■ Dr J R Craig, Dr 0 C P Evans 

■ Mr G S Chadwick, Mr C L Porter JP 

■ Captain W M Hughes, Mr S A Griffiths 

■ Mr C J Viney, Mr J W Blencowe 

Having ordered the chassis, the committee decided at 
a meeting on 29th March to favour Wilson and Stockall 
with an order for a Patent Accident Ambulance Body. 
Todd despatched this victorious letter on 14th April, 

1928. It began: "I have pleasure in confirming details 
decided upon re ambulance..."Yes, what a pleasure for 
Walter Todd to write in this context, his concluding 
sentence must also have afforded him great deal of 
satisfaction. It read: "Delivery-as soon as possible." 

Among the extras ordered for the Kidderminster 
Ambulance were:- 

■ Driver's Cab - Side Windows on each side for use as 
required (celluloid) - extra £1 

■ Canopy Lamp - White cross on red background - extra 
£3.10.0. 

■ Coat of Arms - To be hand-painted on panel as agreed, 
both sides - extra £3.3.0. 

■ Wash-hand Basin - To be fitted complete with 
water tank, taps, pipes, etc, to have hot and cold water 
arrangement - extra £28 

■ Name - Kidderminster Borough Ambulance to be on 
panel, as agreed, each side. 

The chassis was sent to the Ambulance works at Bury 
and yet another world-famous Wilson and Stockall body 
was hand-made, transforming the vehicle chassis into a 
motor ambulance. A pair of aluminium number plates 
supplied by the Austin dealer showed the registration 
number, UY 3369. 

The covering letter confirmed that the vehicle would 
be collected by the agent's driver, together with Police 
Inspector Hodgkinson, on Wednesday, 6th June, 1928. 

A good performance report was submitted by the 
gentlemen who drove the ambulance from Bury to 
Kidderminster and it arrived there safely, to allow the 
Chairman, Secretary and their good ladies to inspect it, 
just before 9 pm on that happy Wednesday, nearly 80 
years ago. 

The new ambulance was proudly put on display to 
the public of Kidderminster on Friday and Saturday, 8th 
and 9th June. It was certainly well-received by the local 
weekly newspaper and other evening papers. Publicity 
photographs of the ambulance had been taken in 
advance by a Bury photographer but, for some unknown 
reason, they failed to arrive in Kidderminster on time for 
distribution to the Press. Todd, who had been waiting 
anxiously for their arrival, was fortunate enough, as 
late as 12 noon, to have obtained the services of a local 
photographer, who kindly photographed the vehicle 
again and urgently developed the prints. Describing the 
situation, Todd wrote: "But I think it will be nice to show 
the public via their local papers a picture of this ambulance 


because, after ail, it is a notch in the progress of the town 
and is thus important after the stiff fight which has raged 
round the subject for several years." 

On Monday evening, 11 th June, the ambulance was 
officially presented to the town before a good audience, 
representative of all classes. His Worship, the Mayor was 
well-supported and the Ambulance Committee was also 
strongly represented. 

A motor ambulance at long last, a set of regulations 
were compiled to make the public use of it quite clear:- 
The service in cases of accidents or sudden illness in 
streets, workshops etc, within the borough, necessitating 
the removal of the sufferer shall be free. In cases of 
illness of a non-infectious nature, the ambulance shall 
be available for use within the borough at a charge of 
5/- for a day call and 7/6 for a night call (10pm - 6am) and 
without the borough, but within the radius covered by 
Kidderminster General Hospital, at a charge of 1/6 per 
mile from the Town Hall, Kidderminster, till return thereto, 
minimum charge 7/6, with an addition of 50% for night 
calls. In areas governed by adjacent local authorities 
which have entered into agreement with the Corporation 
of Kidderminster, the service in case of accident or 
sudden illness in streets, workshops, etc,shall be free. 

The ambulance shall be used only for the conveyance 
of persons having received serious accidental injury 
and for the removal of invalids not suffering from any 
ailment of an infectious character. Another section stated 
that payment of charges must be made at the time the 
service was rendered, to the driver of the ambulance, 
who would give an official receipt. 

Did the ambulance prove its worth, had all the seven 
years of hard work been worthwhile? I thinkTodd can 


letters to Wilson and Stockall: "Everyone seems pleased 
and happy and it will interest you to know the Ambulance 
has been in service twice this first week (or first days) of its 
installation. The first case was the day after handing over, a 
street accident, the next case was one of illness, removing an 
appendicitis case to the General Hospital for operation." 

By July 1928, a total of £696 had been subscribed, thus 
enabling the Committee to provide extra comforts for 
their mobile patients.These items included an air bed 
and pillow. First Aid box, replete with bandages and a 
portable electric hand lamp. 

The final letter received from Walter Todd, 19th July, 

1928, gave a brief summary of the first four weeks 
running of the Ambulance, during which time the vehicle 
turned out to 32 calls. Todd wrote: "Some have been very 
serious tasks, one case, the man (a motorcyclist) hit a char- 
a-banc and got a broken leg, broken thigh, three broken ribs, 
collar bone broken and a broken arm - he is doing nicely in 
the local hospital and one just wonders what would have 
happened to such a man if he had been brought to hospital 
on a lorry or a private car. This past month, two men have 
got involved in machinery in two works here, so at this short 
period of activity the scheme is already fullyjustified." 

The many people who had adopted the theme of "we 
have always managed without a motor ambulance in the 
past" must surely have asked themselves, "Howdid we 
manage?" 

I hope the people of Kidderminster will never allow the 
name of Walter Todd to be forgotten, because I think they 
owe him just a little - after all, he started their ambulance 
service. 

Written as a tribute to Walter Todd, a memoir of UY 
3369, Kidderminster's first ambulance, the people that 
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The Borough of Kidderminster’s Regulations for the use of the Motor Ambulance, as they appeared 
at the time. 
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Scenes Remembered ; 


TORNING BACK 
THE CLOCK 

Mick Gamble tells us about a special day out, re-tracing a Brown Blue 
bus route in a vehicle in the company s iivery. 
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O n Saturday, 19th July,2014, 
about 25 members, friends 
and guests of the Leicester 
Transport Heritage Trust 
braved some atrocious weather 
conditions, with a mixture of heat, high 
humidity, thunderstorms and heavy rain, 
to join Andrew and Mick Gamble and their 
Browns Blue lookalike, ex-London Transport 
AEC Regent 3RT, formerly RT1347, KLB 596, 
for a unique journey back in time to Saturday 
19th July 1958. 

It has been 56 years since these journeys 
would have taken place. Browns Blue was 
a major independent operator in western 
Leicestershire until 1963. Much has now 
changed, the main competitor in the area 
at that time was Midland Red, which has 
long since been absorbed by a succession of 
operators, including National Bus Company, 
Midland Red East, Midland Fox (with some 
services operated by Stevenson's) and latterly 
Arriva. 

It is a great pity that none of Browns Blue's 
ten AEC Regent RTs (nine ex-LT and one ex- 
Devon General) survived into preservation, 
but KLB 596 has been sympathetically 
restored to represent the first RT to enter 
service in May 1958 with Brown's. HLW 160, 
formerly RT173 was the only non-roofbox RT 
purchased and retained its open rear platform 
for some time, although hand operated 
platform doors were fitted in October of that 
year. 

The group gathered at Leicester's St. 
Margaret's Bus Station which was rebuilt 
in 1986 to its present'herringbone' 
configuration, designed to accommodate 
front entrance vehicles. The RT's rear entrance 
does not fit well into the present day loading 
procedures, but this was only a one-off 
occasion and did not prove to be too much 
of a problem. Passengers started to board the 
RT at 10.00 am, for the 2014 version of the 
10.25 am journey to Whitwick, in North West 
Leicestershire, via Groby, Markfield and Copt 
Oak (the highest point in Leicestershire). 

With John Bennett in charge of conducting 
duties, we set off through what were the 
former heavy industrial areas extending to 
the north west edge of the inner city, an area 
long overdue for redevelopment, with many 
factories now lying derelict. Their former 
employees would have been the'bread and 
butter'of the bus services from the early 
post-war period, until their final demise in the 
1990s. There are large areas of empty waste 
ground where demolition has taken place. 
Many of these sites are occupied by'hand'car 
washes. Ironically, the period (1958) advert on 
the rear of the RT extols the virtues of trying 
"Leicester's first 5 MINUTE AUTOMATED car 
wash..."only a short distance away in Blackbird 
Road - now closed and redeveloped. 




Right: 10.30 am - The Woodgate area 
of Leicester was a busy industrial hub 
back in the fifties. KLB waits time at the 
Groby Road/Fosse Road North junction. 

(Mike Greenwood) 


Above: 10.20 am - KLB 596, ex-LT RT 
1347, awaits its 10.25 am departure to 
Whitwick from Bay 22 at St Margaret’s 
Bus Station, Leicester. Modern facilities 
are designed to cater for front entrance 
buses, the older rear entrance design 
is not so easy to accommodate. 

(John Bennett) 


Below: 10.42 am - The Stamford Arms, 
Groby, the first village after leaving the 
City boundary.The original founder of 
the company served on the local Parish 
Council and also lived near the village. 
(Mike Greenwood) 
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After a photo stop at Fosse Corner, we 
passed into the outer suburbs and began 
the climb out of the city, crossing the City 
boundary and past Glenfield. We soon 
reached the village of Groby and the timing 
point at the (Stamford Arms) - they are 
all shown in brackets here - our second 
photo stop. Still climbing, we passed Field 
Head, before turning off the main road into 
Markfield. At this time the 1958 timetable was 
still being loosely adhered to. 

The highlight of the journey was at Markfield 
(Green), with a totally unrehearsed liaison 
between the RT and a modern Arriva vehicle, 
which was working the Leicester-Coalville- 
Burton service. Next we parked outside the 
former main depot of Browns Blue at Shaw 
Lane, Markfield, which was always responsible 
for maintaining this route, for more photos. 

We ascended Copt Oak, crossing over the 
Ml Motorway, passing Forest Rock and several 
quarries, before dropping down into Whitwick 
(Market Place), where we were about seven 
minutes late, as stopping for photographs 
tends to soak up time pretty quickly. 

It is interesting to note that this service 
had originally been applied for to the Traffic 
Commissioners by L D Brown, Markfield, on 
the 20th March, 1931, reference number El 71, 
and was granted with no objections on 15th 
July, 1931, and the service licence became 

Below: 11.20 am - After a Long climb 
over Copt Oak, the highest point in 
Leicestershire, we arrived in Whitwick 
(Market Place) seven minutes Late, as taking 
photographs tends to soak up time. Apart 
from the modern cars and the painted 
road markings, this scene could have easily 
been taken 56 years ago, with conductor 
John Bennett, wearing a genuine Browns 
Blue summer jacket, having a chat with 
driver and vehicle owner Mick Gamble. 

(Mike Greenwood) 




Above: 10.53 am - A totally un-rehearsed Liaison between old and new occurred at Markfield 
Green, the route 29A service to Coalville operated by a VDiyWright saloon No 3777 belonging 
to Arriva (2014) is seen passing the Browns Blue RT operating the route to Whitwick (1958). 

(John Bennett) 



10.58 am - Browns Blue operated from four depots altogether, one in Leicester, two at 
Ibstock and this depot in Shaw Lane, Markfield, which still exists today and is now occupied 


by a haulage company. (Mike Greenwood) 



Above: 12.13 pm After a short private journey into Coalville (Marlborough Square), we commenced 
the 12.05 pm Coalville to Hinckley service. KLB is seen here on route passing through Bagworth.A 
Large coal mine was a major feature of the village and a Large iron winding wheel taken from the 
pithead has been erected in memory of the mining history. (Mike Greenwood) 
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Right: The only non-roofbox RT to be 
operated by Browns Blue was ex-LT RT 173, 
HLW160, on which the Lookalike RT, KLB 
596,is based. HLW was the first of nine similar 
vehicles purchased during 1958. Some 
were fitted with hand operated platform 
doors before entering service, but three of 
the batch entered service with open rear 
platforms, including HLW 160, although all 
had doors fitted by 1959. 

In 1961, on what seems to be another 
wet day. Browns Blue ex-LT RT 410, HIX 227, 
is seen in the newly-opened Hinckley Bus 
Station, even then a little sparse, but at least 
you could have your photograph taken. 

(R F Mack) 



Above: 12.50 pm Driver Mick Gamble and 
Conductor John Bennett pose for the camera. 

(Mike Greenwood) 


number TER 79/2, under the new system used 
by the Traffic Commissioners. 

A short private journey round to Coalville 
(Marlborough Square) put us in the right place 
to commence the 11.55 am journey from 
Coalville to Hinckley via Ellistown, Bagworth, 
Newbold Verdon, Kirby Mallory, Earl Shilton, 
Barwell and on to Hinckley. Dodging the 
heavy rain, a number of participants made 
use of the adjacent Weatherspoons, formerly 
Lloyds Bank and the backdrop to many 
Browns Blue photographs in the past. 

A.R. Hipwell of Ibstock (Green Bus Service) 
was the original operator of the Hinckley 
route, commencing in the 1920s, but licenced 
in December 1931, after objections had been 


raised by the BMMO. It had licence number 
TER 95/4. Browns Blue acquired the business, 
depot and vehicles during June 1946. 

After the takeover, the services operated in 
the Coalville, Ibstock, Ashby, Bagworth and 
beyond to Hinckley and Measham, including 
special services to the numerous coal pits in 
the area, were generally operated from the 
Ibstock Garage, although exceptions were 
made when the need arose. 

We set off in continuing heavy rain, our 
journey taking us through Hugglescote, 
Ellistown and into Bagworth; back in the 
1950s, these were all well-established mining 
areas and row after row of terraced housing 
occupied by the miners and their families 
were the norm. The buses ran frequently and 
were well used. 

Beyond Bagworth, the landscape begins to 
change, much more agriculture is evident, 
although the scars of coal mining and its 
subsequent subsidence are still noticeable. 
After a brief stop for photos at Newbold 
Verdon (The Swan), we carried on our journey, 
via Brascote Lane, down to Kirby Mallory, 
home of the famous Mallory Park racing 
circuit. We joined the main A47 at the bottom 
of Shilton Hill. A long slow grind up the hill 
was always the case, both with the Browns 
Blue vehicles and the Midland Red buses 
operating the 658 service from Leicester via 
Hinckley, Nuneaton and onto Coventry. 

Midland Red's AEC Regent ll-based AD2s 
would always struggle, the 7.7 litre engine 
never being master of the job. We pulled 
into Earl Shilton (Hollow) for photos, before 
moving onto Barwell, a small diversion was in 
place in the town centre, but we were soon 
back on route down into Hinckley town centre 
and onto the rather run-down bus station. By 
this time the sun had put in an appearance! 


Above: 2.00 pm KLB is seen leaving Hinckleyin Ashby Road. The modern vehicles in the 
background are the only clue to a photo that could have been taken in the late 1950s 

(Alan Briggs) 
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Above: 1.15 pm The Hinckley to CoaLviLLe 
route 159 is now a Leicestershire County 
Council contract service operated by 
Roberts Coaches of Ellistown using several 
types of medium sized vehicles. Wright¬ 
bodied Dennis Dart YX63 GXR is seen 
loading before its departure at 1.25 pm. 
(John Bennett) 


Above: 3.30 pm We left Ibstockand made our way to Coalville, where we recreated a journey 
operated on a daily basis, but on an alternate weekly arrangement with another independent 
operator. Parsons of Stanton-under-Bardon. Parsons was taken over by Brown’s in August 1953. 
KLB awaits the next part of the Journey in the Country Hopper Yard. (John Bennett) 




1: 2.30 pm After a 20 minute Journey to Ibstock, Leicestershire, we arrived at our next pre-arranged visit to the premises of former bus and coach 
operator Country Hopper owned by Colin Simmonds and his son Carl. They are both fully committed to the restoration of heritage buses. This long¬ 
term project is a Bedford OWB Duple Coach, HTC 661. (John Bennett) 

2: Another project under restoration at the moment is this Leyland PSl, GAY 171, with Willowbrook service bus bodywork, originally operated by Allens 
Motor Services of Mountsorrel, but latterly spending many years in the fleet of Stevenson of Uttoxetor. (Mike Greenwood) 

3: Resident in the yard for many years, former Leicester City Transport ECW-bodied Leyland Atlantean PDRlA/1, PBC 98G, has an uncertain future. Many 
parts have been stripped and it is unlikely to be restored, but you never know. (Mike Greenwood) 

4: What might still be considered as a modern vehicle, this Dennis Dart, formerly part of the Country Hopper fleet, has been saved as a future 
restoration project. (Mike Greenwood) 
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Above: 4.00 pm The Stanton-under-Bardon terminus (reversing required), the public house is now 
called the Old Thatched Inn, formerly The Crown Inn. Meadow Lane now has tarmac, but little else 
has changed over the years. Buses left here on a regular daily basis bound for Leicester and less 
regular to Coalville or Loughborough on market days. (John Bennett) 


The nornnal journey tinne allowed on the 
original timetable was 55 minutes, but on 
this occasion we took just over an hour to 
arrive in Hinckley Bus Station. Although there 
is more traffic on today's roads. Brown's Blue 
drivers must have worked hard to maintain the 
reliability on this route, much of which is very 
rural. 

We had about 50 minutes for refreshments, 
before making our way out of Hinckley, taking 
the direct route along the A447 to our next 
stop at Ibstock, and the former garage of 
bus operator Windridge, Son and Riley, who 
sold out to Browns Blue in August 1956. But 
for a period of nearly two years, the original 
operator (by name) still ran as a separate 
entity, until January 1958, after which Browns 
Blue absorbed the vehicles and services into its 
fleet and used the premises until March 1963. 
Reliant Coaches was the next occupant and 
finally Colin Simmonds operated the Country 
Hopper bus company until 2013.The premises 
are now used by Colin and his son Carl for bus 
restoration. 

We spent nearly an hour looking at the 
projects currently undergoing preservation, 
a Leyland PS1 Willowbrook service bus, GAY 
171, formerly belonging to Leicestershire 
independent Allen's of Mountsorrel, a 
Bedford OB Duple coach, HTC 661, and a 
former Preston Leyland PD2/PD3 rebuild with 
Leyland bodywork, BCK 367C. I would like to 
thank Colin and his son for their hospitality 
and allowing us to visit on a Saturday out of 
working hours. 

We made our way into Coalville and then 
followed a route originally operated by 


Parsons of Stanton-under-Bardon to that 
same village. Browns also operated this 
service and two concerns ran on alternate 
weeks! Parsons was taken over by Brown's in 
August 1953, with three vehicles and service 
licences included in the sale. 

Our final photo stop was at the terminus 
of the Stanton-under-Bardon to Leicester 
service at the Crown Inn, now the Thatched 


Inn, in Meadow Lane, Stanton. The journey 
out of the village entailed a very steep 
gradient and a very sharp bend up to a'T' 
junction, which brought the old RT down into 
first gear. After breathing a sigh of relief that 
we were still maintaining forward motion, we 
made our way back into Leicester without 
further incident, arriving back in Leicester (St 
Margaret's Bus Station) at 4.22 pm. At each 
stage of the journey passengers received a 
Setright Insert ticket showing the 1958 cost, 
although tickets originating from a number of 
different operators were issued, real Browns 
Blue ones being difficult to source 

The RT is now 64 years old, but performed 
well throughout the day, the western side of 
Leicestershire is, to say the least, very hilly. 
Back in their day. Brown's vehicles must have 
worked hard to earn their keep and they are 
always fondly remembered by local residents 
for their reliability and excellent service under 
sometimes difficult conditions. 

It was an excellent opportunity to relive 
these nostalgic times on 19th July, 2014. 

I pay tribute to the Brown family for their 
determination to provide the travelling public 
of west Leicestershire with a bus service 
that is still sadly missed. Finally, I would like 
to thank Mike Greenwood, John Bennett 
and the Leicester Transport Heritage Trust 
for their work in producing an excellent 
souvenir programme of events, which was 
available on the day. John also made a major 
contribution performing his conducting 
duties for the day. 
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Oxford Diecast 


Mike Forbes takes a look at the latest 
model vehicles to join the major ranges... 


In recent times, Oxford Diecast has become the 
manufacturer from which collectors can expect 
the widest range of completely new models to 
appear, including many classic - or vintage, call 
them what you will - subjects. The company 
produces all sorts of different vehicles in 1/43, 

1 /76 and 1 /148 scales. These correspond to 
'0"00'and'N'scales in model railway terms, 
which adds a useful market for the Oxford 
models and explains some of the vehicles 
chosen to model. 

An increasingly varied range of commercial 
vehicles is available, notably in 1/76 scale. The 
latest lorry models include the Atkinson eight¬ 
wheeled platform in Chivers livery, the more 
recent Atkinson Borderer with a fridge trailer 
in Gibb's livery, DAF 2800 artic curtain-sider 
in Robson's of Carlisle colours and an ERF EC 
in Scotlee livery, all of which are sure to be 
popular, BRS Truck Rental Ford Cargo box van, 
ERF LV artic flatbed in plain red, Scania 100 artic 
in BRS red, Scania 143 curtain-sider in Pollock 



livery, plus a number of modern 
vehicles. 

The Bedford OX with Queen 
Mary trailer in Wynns livery is 
joined by an RAF version in 
the military series, which also 
includes new versions of the OYD 
in Luftwaffe (!) colours, an OYC 
tanker and OXD general service ! 
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truck. New military models due in the New Year 
are a Diamond T tank transporter and Bedford 
QL, as well as more versions of The Scammell 
Pioneer, CMP, Land Rover and Austin 'Tilly'. 

Versions of the Diamond T, Pioneer and 
Bedford QL will also appear in the Showmans 
range, in Charles Thurston, Whiteleggs and 
Bertram Mills colours. The Tilly, Land Rover 
Defender and Series II, plus a new Land Rover 
Carmichael FT6, are among new fire service 
models on the way, too. 

New light commercials in 1/76 scale 
include the Austin Seven RN van, in Primrose 
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Yellow and AA colours, the Ford 400E van 
in British Railways livery, AA-liveried Land 
Rover Defender and Post Office Telephones 
Commer PB. 

Perhaps the biggest news from Oxford 
concerns the new 1/76 scale'Oxford Omnibus 
Company' models. Announced for early next 
year is the early-1960s Plaxton Panorama I, 
first in Southdown, then Flights livery, which 
promises to be an impressive model. This will 
be followed by a Leyland PD2/12 double- 
decker, Oxford's first in this scale, in Maidstone 
& District livery. 

For Southdown's Centenary in 2015, Oxford is 
producing a set of the Leyland Royal Tiger and 
Weymann Fanfare coaches in the company's 
colours. The Fanfare will also appear in Grey 
Cars and Triumph Coaches blue liveries, while 
the latest livery on the Royal Tiger is that of 
Cumberland Motor Services. The latest version 
of the Bedford OWB is in Bristol Tramways 
livery, while the Commer Commando half¬ 
decker is coming in BEA, Australian National 
Airways and Billy Smarts Circus colours, 
following the RAF and BOAC versions. 

New car models in 1/76 scale include 
three Austins, the Seven saloon, Atlantic 
convertible and 1300, a Vauxhall Victor FB and 
Messerschmidt KR200, plus new colours on 
several other models. 

In the smaller 1/148 scale, new commercials 
include the Foden FG eight-wheeler, with a 
milk tanker, Pickfords dropside. Blue Circle 
tipper, Scottish & Newcastle dray and Regent 
tanker joining the recently introduced BRS 
platform lorry, a military AEC Matador, modern 
Scania artics and Transit vans, plus the Commer 
Commando and Bedford OWB buses and 
several new colours on other cars and vans. 

In the larger 1/43 scale, new versions of 
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the Austin Three-way'van in British Railways 
livery and the Austin Seven van in AA and 
Liptons colours are on their way, along with 
new Dimascio's colours on the modern Whitby 
Mondial ice cream van. New larger scale cars 
will include the new Jaguar VI2 coupe, which 
will come in Primrose Yellow and Regency 
Red, as well as light blue already available, the 
Healey Tickford in pale blue, with new models 
of the Austin Healey 100 BN1, Bentley Mk VI 
and Datsun 240Z announced for early 2015. 

The latest Oxford Diecast catalogue, as usual, 
is packed with a variety of interesting models. 
To keep up with the new releases, it really 
would be worth joining the Oxford Collectors 
Club, telephone 02380 248850 or see 
www.oxforddiecast.co.uk for details... 





New from B-T Models 

The range might be a bit smaller than 
Oxford's, but B-T Models continues to add 
interesting commercial vehicles to its range 
of 1 /76 and 1/148 models. The big news 
here is a new single-deck bus model, the 
Bristol MW, well-known throughout many 
parts of the UK. The first versions will appear 
in the Tilling red livery of Eastern Counties 
and Tilling green of Crosville, but this model 
will suit many other liveries as well. The pre- 
production prototypes of the models look 
extremely accurate and well-finished and 
this model is sure to be welcomed by many 
bus enthusiast and collectors. It will also be 
attractively priced, like the Oxford bus and 
coach models. 

The other recent release from B-T Models 
in 1/76 scale is a Leyland FG van, finished as 
a fire brigade decontamination unit.Turning 
to the smaller 1 /148 scale, the latest lorry 
models from B-T Models include the AEC 
Matador four-wheeler and trailer in both 
Wynns and Pickfords liveries, with different 
British Railways and British Rail versions of 
the BMC/Leyland FG integral van, plus Albion 
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CX four-wheeler platform and 
box van in GWR-style chocolate 
and cream on the way. 

New versions of the 'N' scale 
buses and coaches on their way 
soon include the Park Royal¬ 
bodied Leyland Atlantean in 
London Country NBC green, 
Ribble NBC red, Tyne & Wear PTE 
yellow, deregulation Maidstone 
& District green and cream, A1 
of Ardrossan blue and white and 


Yorkshire Woollen Anniversary 
maroon. The latest versions of 
the'N'scale Duple Dominant II 
coach are in Maidstone & District 
and Ribble NBC'dual-purpose' 
colours and Grey Green livery. 

It's not just model railway 
builders who will want to add 
them to their collections, as all 
these models are extremely 
well-detailed and finished 
considering their small size. 


Exclusive First Editions 

EFE recently celebrated its 25th Anniversary with a couple of special 
models, an RTLand a Titan, appropriately in special silver liveries. The 
company continues to release new liveries and versions of the bus 
models in its range. Recent highlights have included a Routemaster 
RMA coach with trailer in BEA orange and white livery with Sovereign 
Holidays adverts and a new RMC Greenline coach. Greater Glasgow 
and Ribble NBC red Leyland Nationals, and early-style Daimler Fleetline 
in Nottingham CityTransport livery, an AEC Renown in North Western 
colours and the Leyland Titan TD1 in Cork City Services livery. 

Scheduled to come in January are a pre-war AEC STL in post-war LT 
Country Area green, an early-style flat-screen Bristol VR2 in Crosville 
NBC green and an ex-Scottish Bus Group Alexander YType bus in 
Lincolnshire Road Car livery. 

Also scheduled for January is a new lorry model, a Foden S24 short 
wheelbase tipper in Limmer and Trinidad livery,joining the recent 
London Brick Company AEC Ergomatic four-wheeler. 




I Surprisingly, we are still waiting for an announcement of Corgi's plans 
for 2015, apart from the models which are still to come from the 2014 
catalogue. We will let you know as soon as we hear anything... 
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An overall view of the 4 mm scale model layout of the Cheltenham coach 
Station, representing a scene for the mid-1950s. It is about 4 feet square and 
splits behind the loading bays for transporting. 


MBF CHELTENHAM COACH STATION 


Robin Hannay is moving house so, regretfully, he is having to reduce his collection, 
accumulated over several decades. Among these are models of buses and lorries and a layout 

representing Cheltenham Coach Station. 


T he model of Cheltenham Coach 
Station is 4 foot square and has 
spent a fair amount of time in my 
loft. Recently, I have donated it, 
along with a selection of models to 
represent a scene on a busy Summer Saturday 
in the mid-1950s, to the West Country Omnibus 
and Historic Transport Trust in Plymouth 
(WHOTT). 

To me, this layout represents the spirit of 
the Model Bus Federation (MBF). It all started 
off early in 1984, when I was discussing my 
favourite period for my models with other 
members at a meeting of the Potteries and 
Cheshire Branch in Sandbach Library (we still 
meet there on Friday evenings from September 
to May each year). This was the mid-1950s, 
when the second generation underfloor- 
engined coaches were emerging, but there 
were still pre-war coaches to be seen. I wanted 
to create a layout showing a variety of liveries, 
vehicle types and makes. The conclusion was 
reached by us all that Cheltenham Coach 
Station would be an ideal setting, for the 
following reasons. 

Cheltenham Coach Station opened in June 
1931 and was owned by Black and White 
Motorways, which managed the Associated 


Motorways network of routes, and became 
the hub of its long distance coaching services. 
Associated Motorways came into being in 
1934 with the pooling of long distance services 
by Black and White with fellow BET company 
Midland Red,Tilling Group's United Counties 
and the large Welsh Red and White Group, plus 
Elliot Bros (Bournemouth) Ltd, with its fleet 
name'Royal Blue'and Greyhound Motors of 
Bristol. 

Elliot Bros was bought by Western National 


and Greyhound by Bristol Tramways, both 
Tilling Group companies. In 1935, the 
family-owned Yelloway Motor Services of 
Rochdale was invited to join, as this company 
had extensive routes from Lancashire and 
Manchester to Bristol and Torquay. At busy 
periods, the major companies sometimes 
used buses as duplicates, as their coaches had 
commitments elsewhere, while they also had 
to hire coaches from independents to meet 
passenger requirements. This resulted in a very 



A scratch-built model of a Guy Arab LUF with Willowbrook 37 seat coach body new in 1955, is 
seen nearing the entrance to the Coach Station. 
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COA.CH STATION 


BLACKfcWHITE MOTORWAT! 


colourful scene. 

The opening of the first section of the MS 
Motorway in 1962 and its gradual expansion 
southwards speeded up the services. When the 
National Bus Company was formed in 1971, 
a subsidiary, National Express, was formed to 
co-ordinate all the express services. With the 
expanding Motorway network, services were 
re-organised and Cheltenham became less 
significant and was closed in January 1984. It 
has since been demolished and became a car 
park. However, the black and white chequered 
floor of the cafe remained for many years. 

The timetables were arranged for coaches 
from all routes to arrive around mid-day, so 
that passengers could have refreshments, 
before joining the coaches which would take 
them to their final destination, the majority 
of which were to leave at 2.00 pm. The usual 
practice at peak periods was for the service 
coach to follow the route, but duplicates would 
go direct to Cheltenham. This helped the cafe 
to cope with the large numbers of passengers. 
Routes came from as far north as Rochdale, 
the Midlands, the South Coast, including the 
West Country, across to the Norfolk coast, 
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire up to Scarborough. 

The longest route was to Glasgow via 
Liverpool. This was an overnight run leaving 
Glasgow at 10.00 pm, arriving in Cheltenham 
at 1.30 pm the following day. This enabled 
passengers to transfer to the other services 
for their final destination, in time for the mass 
departure at 2.00 pm. The return trip left at 4.30 
pm and arrived in Glasgow at 9.00 am the next 
morning. 

At the next MBF meeting, Alf Taylor, a senior 
member who has since died, gave me a roll 
of paper, saying that it might interest me... 
When I opened it out on a table, it was a plan 
of Cheltenham Coach Station. I was astounded 
and asked how he had obtained it. He told me 
that his son worked in the Borough Architect's 
Department. While we were studying it, Mike 
Picken from the Potteries, who has since 
emigrated to Manchester, but still attends our 
meetings, said he would like to do a 4 mm - or 


1: Ahead of the Black and White Guy, is a Bere Regis Bedford OB with 29 seat Duple Vista, following a 
31 seat Windovers bodied Dennis Lancet 3 of Yorkshire Traction, both working into the Coach Station. 
2: A view of the loading bays, with Royal Blue, Western National, Black and White and Red and White 
coaches on the front row. An RAF Queen Mary semi-trailer is passing by, carrying a dismantled North 
American P51D Mustang. 

3: Entering the Coach Station on another day are an ECW 41 seat coach body on an AEC Regal Mk IV of 
South Midland and a Bedford SBG with a Plaxton 37 seat coach body of Western National, followed 
bya Midland Red S12. 

4: An aerial view of the entrance, with a Bristol L6G with full-fronted Duple coach body following 
a Bedford OB Duple Vista of Devon General, behind a Bristol L5G with ECW 35 seat bus body of 
Bath Tramways, which is following two Black and White coaches, a 1951 Leyland Royal Tiger with 
Willowbrook 37 seat coach body and a 1948 35 seat Duple half-cab body.Afurther variety of coaches 
can be seen in the background. 



COACH STATION 
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1 : As the coaches entered the rear of the station, 
there was a‘running shed’where they could be 
speedily refuelled if necessary. Just leaving is 
a Black and White Leyland Royal Tiger. Other 
vehicles include a Leyland Royal Tiger of Silver 
Star, Maudslay Marathon 3 Whitson observation 
coach of Embankment, Bedford OBs of Bere 
Regis and Grey Cars, Midland Red S12, Dennis 
Mace of Bristol Tramways, several Southern and 
Western National coaches plus a Greenslades 
Bedford SB. 

2: Another view of the rear of the Coach 
Station, with coaches from Eastern Counties, 

Red and White, Bristol Tramways, Wilts and 
Dorset, Bristol Greyhound, Royal Blue, Southern 
National, Yorkshire Traction, Silver Star, Midland 
Red, Embankment and Yelloway. 

3 : Another view at the rear, with a Bristol LS 
coach and a bus of Red and White, a Southern 
National Bedford SBG and a Maudslay 
Marathon 3/Whitson, a Royal Blue Bedford OB, 
Greenslades Bedford SB, Bristol L6B of Eastern 
Counties, Bedford OBs of Premier Travel and 
South Midlands, the latter parked at the rear. 
Alongside is a pre-war Albion of Red and White, 
plus a Maudslay Marathon Mk 3 with Whitson 
observation body ofWEMS.In the foreground is 
a Royal Blue Bristol L6A with the driver putting 
another suitcase into the roof luggage locker. 

4: In the centre of this group, a Royal Blue 
driver is loading the roof luggage locker on his 
Bristol L6A with Beadle body. The other coaches, 
clockwise, are, Maudslay Marathon 3 with 
Whitson body, Bedford SBG, both of Southern 
National, a Foden PVSC5 of Bristol Tramways, 
WEMS’Maudslay with observation coach body 
and a Bristol LL6B with 37 seat ECW coach body 
of Bristol Tramways. 

5 : Black and White took a pride in the 
appearance of its coaches. A1949 Duple bodied 
Bristol L6G is being washed before its next duty. 


1 /76 - scale drawing of it and asked if I had any 
photos of the buildings? I had some photos 
and could copy others from books for him. 

At the next meeting, I was greeted by Alf with 
two photograph wallets containing prints from 
two 35 mm films. His son had walked right the 
way round all the buildings to give continuous 
shots. They were ideal and beyond anything 
I could have hoped for. Mike Picken was 
delighted as it made his task so much easier. 

After our Summer break, Mike had completed 
the plans and brought them to our meeting. 
Another member, Anthony McLennan from 
near Chorley, in Lancashire, said he would be 
interested in building the layout This meant 
that I now had to contribute something! 

There were few commercial models of 
buses or coaches available then, unlike the 
proliferation we have today. Dinky Toys had 
made some coaches which were about 4 or 
1/76 mm scale, but these were only basic 
shells. However, they offered possibilities, 
as my scratch-building skills were poor. 
Fortunately, there were companies which 
made components to help make models, 
such as cast wheels, radiators for most makes, 
bonnets, steering wheels, seats, drivers and 
conductors. In addition, Mabex offered a 
wide range of transfers, covering the fleet 
names of most major operators, as well as 
independents. The company also produced 


some municipal crests and details down to 
legal lettering This made the job of modifying 
and repainting models, to give a realistic 
appearance, so much easier. 

In the Dinky Toys range were three 27 ft 
6 in long coaches; one was a half-cab with 
a representation of an AEC, Guy or Leyland 
radiator. The full-fronted coach resembled a 
Maudslay Marathon with Duple body, while 
the third was another Maudslay Marathon with 
a Whitson Observation coach body, having a 
raised rear portion of the body to give greater 
luggage capacity. 

This unusual body was introduced at the 
1948 Motor Transport Exhibition in Earls 
Court. In 1951, Dinky's next new model was 
of a recently-introduced underfloor-engined 


coach, to the new dimensions of 30 ft long and 
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8 ft wide. Dinky chose a Duple Roadmaster 41 
seat coach body that had first been shown in 
the previous year at the re-named Commercial 
Motor Show. The last model was, again, an 
unusual one. This was a Harrington 41 seat 
coach in BOAC livery, which was used by the 
airline for airport services in various parts of the 
World. 

All these models had possibilities, so I looked 
for cheap examples at toyfairs. I started with 
a half-cab with an AEC radiator and decided 
to convert it to represent Royal Blue 1062. 

The chassis was new in 1938 but was one of a 
number damaged by German bombing during 
the war. It was sent to Duple in 1942, which 
built the prototype post-war Royal Blue coach 
body. I used Milliput to deepen the roof and 
add a full canopy at the front, plus the external 
luggage locker at the rear of the roof. 

Another half-cab had Milliput applied to the 
area between the driver's cab and the front of 
the body, to form a full canopy. Then the flash 
was filed away up to the rear wheel arches. 

The radiator was also filed and a Bristol PV2 



An unusual coach in the Bristol Tramways fleet was this 1948 Foden PVSC5 with Plaxton 33 seat 
coach body, acquired in Aprill950 when the coaching side of a haulage company, Russett of 
Bristol, which had been nationalised, was transferred from the Road Haulage Executive. Behind 
is a Guy Vixen Luton van of BRS Parcels group. 



In desperation, Bristol Tramways sent this 26 seat Dennis Mace with Duple body. Six were 
bought in 1937, for services in the Western Super Mare area. Southern and Western National ran 
a large number of Mace buses on their rural routes. 



A peaceful scene at the Black and White Motmways cafe, with customers from the first coaches to arrive. 


radiator added. This became one of Black and 
White's 1948 L6G/Duple-bodied coaches. The 
full-fronted coach was used, after filing off the 
radiator and adding a Bristol PV2 radiator, to 
represent the 1949 batch. On another, I cut 
off the front nearside pillar and front dash, 
leaving the Maudslay radiator intact. I then 
made a bonnet and nearside wing to represent 
a Maudslay Marathon 3 with Whitson body 
acquired from a Plymouth independent. 

The Whitson observation coach body on 
Maudslay Marathon 3 chassis was bought 
by Embankment of Plymouth and Western 
Engineering and Motor Services from 
Clevedon. As both these operators'coaches 
could have been hired, I painted one in each of 
their liveries. 

The Duple Roadmaster coach was only 
operated by a limited number of major 
operators, but Red and White had several on 
Guy Arab UF chassis and a Dinky model was 
repainted accordingly. The final model of the 
BOAC coach had a body similar to one fitted 
to a Leyland Royal Tiger in 1952 for Maidstone 
and District, so one of these was repainted to 
resemble this. 

With the expansion of the Model Bus 
Federation, manufacturers started to offer 4 
mm scale metal kits. Among these were several 
suitable subjects and others were subsequently 
added. A very attractive example was the Royal 
Blue Bristol LL6B with roof luggage locker and 
the later Bristol LS with ECW body, which also 
had this feature. The normal ECW coach body 
was also made and Southern and Western 
National examples were built, as well as the bus 
version. 
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A kit of the Bedford OB with Duple Vista 
29 seat coach body was ideal for the Royal 
Blue fleet and also for Southern and Western 
National. I built one of the ECW coaches in 
South Midlands livery, but added an AEC 
winged triangle, to represent the AEC Regal Mk 
IV this company operated. 

I also had help from MBF members further 
afield. Bill Day, from County Durham, was an 
expert at producing accurate models from 
photographs and he made several unusual 
models of coaches in the Southern National 
fleet, which had been acquired with businesses 
taken over. These included a Guy Vixen 29 
seat coach with Wadham body, a Theale- 
bodied Tilling-Stevens, a Bedford SBG with 
Plaxton coach body, as well as a Dennis Mace 
half-cab, a Bristol LWL6B ECW 37 seat coach, 
and a Foden PVSC5 Plaxton from the Bristol 
Tramways fleet. 

Bill made models of the pre-war Bristol L6Gs 
of Black and White as well, one with an ECW 
body and the other with a Duple. He also made 
a model of one of Royal Blue's first post-war 
coaches, a Bristol L6A with 31 seat Beadle 
coachwork. This type had a roof luggage 
locker at the rear of the body and I added 
some suitcases on it. Access to it was by a 
series of outside steps up the centre of the rear 
bulkhead. Halfway up, I placed a model driver 
in his white summer dustcoat, carrying another 
suitcase to put in the locker. 

The late Glyn Bowdler, originally from 
Newport, South Wales, contributed Red and 
White coaches including pre and post-war 
Albions, Bristol LS buses and coaches, and a 
Lydney-bodied AEC Regal Mk3. Eric Nixon, 
from Waterlooville, Hampshire, who had 
worked for Wadhams, made some Guy Arab 
LUFs and converted Dinky Toys to represent 
half-cab and full-fronted variants of the Bristol 
L6G Duple-bodied coaches in. These added 
variety to the overall picture, with liveries. 



A Little bit of artistic Licence has been applied 
to what was a blank space between the coach 
entrance and the edge of the Layout. It has 
been grassed with trees and a children’s 
playground added. 



BLACK A WHITE MOTORWAYS 



The rear gardens of the terraced houses adjoining the Coach Station, showing neat Lawns, a 
conservatory, greenhouse, cold frames and neighbours chatting over the fence. A Bristol MW6G 
of Western National and a Grey Cars Bedford OB are parked alongside the fence, ready to return 
home in service, if they are needed. 


chassis and body makes, as well as giving Black 
and White a good representation. 

Early in 1985, Anthony McLennan brought 
the results of his handiwork to Sandbach and 
handed it over to me. His skill in the way the 
base had been made, to make it portable 
in spite of its size, plus the realism of the 
buildings, was much admired. Its first public 
display was later in the year at a meeting in 
Gloucester. I was able to display a number of 
Black and White coaches, plus Trent, Midland 
Red, Southdown, Royal Blue, Red and White, 
Bristol Tramways, South Midland, Western and 
Southern National and some independents' 
coaches. There was also a three-axle Northern 
General 26 seat coach on a tour, which had 
called in to refuel. 

The model attracted a lot of interest from 
visitors when it was displayed at Model Bus 
Federation and other events. Passengers and 
drivers who had experience of Cheltenham 
Coach Station commented that it was a good 
representation. 

In 1985, Corgi introduced the Original 
Omnibus Company range, of which I was the 


instigator and, over the years, have introduced 
models suitable for inclusion on the layout. 

EFE has also produced a number of coaches 
suitable for inclusion, adding further variety. 

I could never have achieved all of the above 
by myself, but this is typical of the help given 
by MBF members from all over the country, 
including some I had not even met. Just before 
the layout went to WHOTT, Eric Wain, another 
member, from Stone in Staffordshire, renovated 
the front of the coach station, with its canopy 
and the office block, and strengthened this 
structure as it was a removable item, as 
eyesight problems prevented me doing this. 
Another member, Paul Dudfield from Exeter, is 
arranging for assistance to be given with the 
layout in the West Country, should it become 
necessary. 

If readers would like details of the Model Bus 
Federation, these can be obtained from:- Mr 
R Heathcote, 18, Mellington Close, Norton, 
Sheffield S8 8JZ. For details of West Country 
Omnibus and Historic Transport Trust, WHOTT, 
please contact Mr J Grigg, 6, Oak Drive, 
Portishead, North Somerset BS20 6SS. 
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Ron Henderson visited the 
Lincolnshire Steam and Vintage 
Rally in mid-August. 


W e are still making our way 
through the many 2014 
rally reports sent in by 
contributors and readers - we 
could have filled a whole magazine with 


them, but this would not have suited some 
other readers - so here are some reminders 
of some more of the events held towards the 
end of the season, not that it stops for long 
these days... 


There is usually a good selection of 
commercial vehicles of all types at the 
Lincolnshire show and this year was no 
exception. 



AboveiA great Line-up of commercials, headed by a Foden OG tipper in BRS Livery, a Bedford ‘O’type, LeyLand Terrier, Bedford TK, Land Rover, 
LeyLand Cruiser, ERF KV, LeyLand Octopus, Dennis, AEC and more... 



Son of ShiLdon has been around the preservation circuit for some 
years and still Looks impressive. 



A Dodge 300 Series, with the LAD cab and earlier grille, which 
was originally registered in Norfolk, but now carries the Livery of 
Matlock Transport Co, is followed into the ring by two Ergo-cabbed 
AECs with different grilles. 



No fire engines, but this specialist vehicle, a BBC mobile television 
studio, sporting a camera on its roof, based on an Austin Loadstar 
chassis-cab, RXX 905, helps to make up... 
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Roy Dodsworth visited this established Yorkshire event on 14th September, 
where there was a good number of interesting commercial vehicles. 



T he 2014 Otiey Transport 

Extravaganza was the 20th 
annual event, which raises 
funs for terminally ill children 
to have a wish fulfilled. This 
year's event was well-attended, with over 
500 vehicles estimated to have been on 
show. The rally was well-supported by 
Trans-Pennine stalwarts and other vehicle 
owners, who had come from far and wide. 

All in all, an excellent family day out and well 
worth attending in the future and for a very 
worthwhile cause. 


l:This 1948 Foden 0G4 four-wheeled 
platform lorry, JVU 332, in the livery of 
C & H Donaldson & Sons of Wakefield, 
although restored, had a nicely well-worn 
look to it. 


2 : Many enthusiasts will recognise this 
1959 AEC Mercury, NNM 600, as an ex- 
London Brick Company vehicle, but owner 
Roy Cawood, of Malton, North Yorkshire, 
has restored it in his own livery, with a box 
van body, carrying an advert for Bisto. 


mvirf ^ lO'W 


3 : The pre-war Leylands of Wakefield-based John Kerr have been 
causing a stir at a number of rallies this year. Here is WG 1567, a 
1932 Leyland Bull four-wheeled dropside at Otiey. 


4: This 1960 Austin Gypsy pick-up has been restored as a recovery 
vehicle in the livery of Grassington Service Station. 
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Above and Left: This 1960 Bedford CA, 558 
TYB,with its wooden dropside pick-up 
body, has been newly-restored, as Roy 
photographed it previously in blue in a 
yard in Carlisle. 



I Above: A nicely-restored Bedford KType, representing this popular 
I type of lightweight lorry from the late-1940s. 


Above: A Land Rover from 1950, finished in the earlier lighter green. 



Above: Always a welcome sight at any rally 
is this 1950 Foden OG tipper, MAU 840, 
which has been restored in the British 
Road Services grey livery used for tippers 
which were run in the early days of the 
organisation. 

Right: 8 This ERF four-wheeled platform 
lorry with the KV cab, MJT 334, is finished 
in the livery of Sandford Pottery Co of 
Wareham, Dorset, suggesting it was a long 
way from home. 
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iBSSland 


^eith^laldwirtWd-Andy faylor 

went to the British Lorry Day, at the 
Commercial Vehicle Museum in 
^ Leylgnd, onJBth September. 


The 19^ Dehnis F12 fire ' ;j, 
engine, HCB’ 500, in its ; • ‘ 

Blackburn Ffre Brigade ‘ 
markings, which was the 
prototype for the Corgi model. 
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T his show enjoyed a good turn¬ 
out of vehicles, contrasting 
with some other recent events 
at Leyland."Just like old times" 
says Keith, making for an 
excellent event, which he hopes bodes 
well for the future. 


A sight to delight any 
ERF enthusiast, the 
fleet of Turners of Much 
Hoole, lined up at the 
show. (Andy Taylor) 




Left: A rarity on show was this wartime Commer tractor unit, JGF 
411, which would have been used by the RAF with a ‘Queen Mai^^ 
trailer to move aircraft when in service. (Andy Taylor) 





























An earlier fire engine, DTB 152, a LeyLand TLM from the Lancashire 
Fire Brigade, which is displayed inside a giant‘glass case’at the 
museum. (Andy Taylor) 



As a follow-up to our recent history of the Rotinoff company, here 
is UAS 407, a 1957 Atlantic tractor, one of only 22 of this type made. 

(Keith Baldwin) 



A much newer Commer, but nearly as rare is this 1976 Commando 
platform lorry, MRM 795P, restored in the livery of Smiths of 
Whitehaven. (Keith Baldwin) 



One of the older and smaller vehicles at Leyland was this 1933 Ford 
Model Adropside, UN 5860. (Keith Baldwin) 



The Leyland Beaver, 665 MTB, and York trailer now in Tesco livery 
appeared at the British Lorry Day at Leyland. (Andy Taylor) 



Resident at the British Commercial Vehicle Museum in Leyland is 
this 1927 Leyland Lioness PLCl, bodied byThurgood of Ware, new to 
the household of King George V, which occasionally gives rides to 
visitors. (Andy Taylor) 



Seen at a previous event at Leyland was this Comet, NUW 252, 
restored to its original Blue Circle Cement livery by well-known 
restorer William Hunter. (Andy Taylor) 


A1967-8 Albion tractor unit with the Ergomatic cab, MUF 549F, 
originally registered in Sussex, but now with T Bullas & Sons of 
Blackburn. (Andy Taylor) 
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RoyDodsworth also went to this 
year's Historic Commercial Vehicle 
Society's annual gathering at 
Whitwood Truckstop. 


W hitwood is situated just 
off the l\/162 at Junction 
31, near Castleford in 
Yorkshire, on Sunday, 
October 5th. The event is 
run by the local Yorkshire area of the HCVS, 
and was another successful event,blessed 
with good weather, at which could be seen 
around 50 different classic vehicles of all 
types, mainly commercials, old and not so 
old. Here is a selection of the pictures which 
Roy took at the event, showing a number of 
most interesting vehicles. 


1 : This 1977 Cummins-powered Foden S83 
tractor unit, YBT 247R, has been restored 
in the livery of Ward Brothers of Sherburn, 
Yorkshire. 

2 : An older ERF, a 1967 LV54G, JSF 397E, new 
to Mackinlays Whisky in Scotland. 

3 : A1980 ERF M Type, which was new to 
British Salt as a curtain-sider. It has been 
owned since 1990 by Andrew Thorpe and is 
still used four times weekly, on a contract 
for distribution of Scandinavian goods 
from Teesside. 

4 : This 1947 AEC Monarch, LUW 132, was 
new to National Benzole as a tanker. It was 
later sold to Ripponden and District and 
used as a breakdown truck, but now has a 
platform body. 

5 : This 1948 Bradford Utility, DRD 236, with 
its two cylinder engine, was supplied by 
Barretts of Canterbury, according to a shiny 
brass plaque screwed to the dashboard. 
This vehicle is the pride and joy of Derek 
Zientek, a key player in organising the 
annual Trans-Pennine Run. 
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Above and Left: A1972 Ford D200, MCU 299K, 
new to ICI on Teesside and Later sold to 
Vaux Brewery at Sunderland. It was Later 
used as a coal wagon and has appeared in 
‘Heartbeat’ on ITV. In 2009, it was restored 
in Vaux Livery, but is now in BLakey’s 
Transport colours. 


Bottom: Unmistakably an ex-Suttons of St 
Helens vehicle, Atkinson SDJ 415L started 
life as a Defender eight-wheeled tanker, 
but was converted to a ‘Chinese six’tractor 
unit in 1995. 



Right and below: An interesting vehicle, 
fitted with the ‘intermediate’ cab, the first 
with the ERF oval, the KV4, by Jennings, 
SWU 485 is a 1956 Gardner 5LW-powered 
tractor unit, new to R H Gibson of 
Nantwich, Cheshire, according to REVS. The 
Gardner, David Brown five speed box and 
KirkstalL overhead worm axle drive Line 
produces a top speed of 27 mph, ample for 
the 20mph speed Limit of the time.It was 
rebuilt at Carryfast at Dewsbury, and now 
carries the Livery of Ernest Lenton, a BatLey 
scrap metal company. On the right is a 
1961 ERF 2KV54G was new to Mackintosh’s 
sweets at Halifax, then used by a Bingley 
showman until 1988 when bought by 
the current owner, Steve Roper. It arrived 
complete with draw-bar trailer. 


Below: Not a common sight these days, 
especially in such good condition is EFK 
382Y, an Austin Ambassador, known by 
some as the ‘Wedge’, perhaps one of 
British LeyLand’s Less successful models 
of the 1970s-80s, but obviously Loved by 
somebody! 
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WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENT TNI 6 SAG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


SCENE & HEARD 



MEATY MATTERS 

I enjoyed the issue 180 story'Meaty Matters', as it reminded me of my uncle, Alf Portch. 

As a lorry-mad schoolboy, Uncle Alf was my hero, being the only lorry driver I knew! 

Uncle Alf lived in The Borough, London, and drove a bacon lorry, I enclose two photos 
of Alf's lorries, two different types of Dennis. He once told me that the Dennis was his 
favourite type of lorry. 

I have lovely memories of Uncle Alf showing me round Smithfield Meat Market on a 
Sunday afternoon in the 1970s. I understand that the lorries weren't allowed to unload 
until one o'clock in the morning - does anybody know why? 

I would love to see any pictures of 1970s lorries at the meat market, especially Leyland 
Marathons, as they made a big impression on me at the time! 

Nicholas Portch, via e-mail 



' - - 



MORE MEATY MATTERS 

Having just finished reading your excellent 
magazines November issue, I thought I might 
write a few lines. 

I remember those Mutual Meat Traders Karrier 
Bantams running around Bristol when I was 
growing up. The photo of the one outside 
Callards is in North Street, Bedminster, Bristol, 
which was especially interesting. It was in 1969 
that I met my first wife Jenny, who lived just up 
the road from there and her mother shopped 
there. 

By then the butcher had a Morris 1000 van, 
so the Series Z could easily have been his. The 
vinegar warehouse was just around the corner 
from there as well, which I believe actually 
produced vinegar. I am not 100% certain, but 


I believe the photo of the Karrier and Thames 
together was taken in Hotwells which is now 
a pub. It is only 300 metres from where I was 
born. 

I also remember the Thames Trader arctics 
around and I believe the photo on page 32 is 
at the other end of Bedminster near the river. 

I have ideas where the other two photos were 
taken, but I'm not sure. I think the Co-op one 
could be in Knowle or Kingswood and the other 
Bantam could be in Easton way. I remember 
all those trucks being around though. I even 
remember the Mothers Pride van. I think they 
started selling that around 1959, it's a long time 
to remember now. 

I've never been a Ford fan but always loved 
Thames Traders, remember them first being 


introduced in the hall in Old Market, Bristol, 
when first introduced. As for the rest of the 
article, I love those Fordson BBs, reminds me of 
the prohibition and the vans they used. 

With regard to Mike Doherty's letter, I do have 
to disagree about only showing British vehicles 
up to 1960. All vehicles should be included 
in your magazine, from various countries 
and wherever they are as, eventually, you will 
run out of old photos and it is nice to see old 
vehicles in any situation. I liked the photo of the 
Saurer on page 56 November issue. It is such 
an unusual truck and I remember seeing them 
for the first time up close when I was in Austria 
in 1970. 

Hope this might be of interest. 

Trevor Jones, via e-mail 
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MORE OF WHAT'S 
WANTED 

A regular subscriber to VR for a 
few years now, I picked up on 
your editorial request in the 
November issue asking what 
readers would like'more or 
less of. 

I have been involved and 
around trucks since being 
taken out by my dad, aged 
about five or so, in the 
mid-1960s (then he had a 
TS3-powered 7-ton Commer 
VC tipper by the way) and 
have stayed in the industry 
all my working life, via a HGV 
mechanic apprenticeship and 
25 years in truck and trailer 
sales. Now I run my own little 
business including some odd 
transport jobs with my own 
well cared-for 03 DAF XF. 

So what do I think VR should 
contain? Some elements of 
John Biterlick's letter, published 
in November, I agree with. In 
my view there are at least two 
titles out there (Kelsey's CVC 
for one) that mostly deal with 
the restoration story stuff. But 
my own real interest - and 
what first attracted me to VR 
initially - is the old pictures, 
scenes and information (even 
old equipment brochures) 

'from the archives', showing 
real trucks working on real jobs 
back in the old days, but also 
up to the 1980s as well. 

Restored trucks - although 
I admire the hard work and 
money people put into them 
- are to me false and slightly 
romanticised versions of what I 
remember these classic pieces 
of kit as. These vehicles were, 
in reality, never that pristine 
and more importantly worked 
in real life. It is occasionally 
interesting to hear what has 
been on what rally, or to hear 
how Fred and his mate spent 
umpteen hours'restoring'their 
pride and joy - which now 
doesn't even carry loads any 
more or even arrive at rallies 
'under its own steam' - but 
after you have read three or 
four of these'project stories'to 
be honest they all sound the 

V_ ^ _ 


same, at least to me. 

So I would ask that you 
please give us more of what I 
personally avidly love reading 
and looking at - scenes of 
trucks at the time they were 
working doing just that, and 
stories about the development 
(and sometimes failures) of 
classic equipment such as 
ABC's ill-fated V8 (a personal 
interest). There are in just my 
lifetime within this industry 
dozens of fascinating tales 
of products and what they 
did that I for one certainly 
love reading about and 
remembering how it was back 
then. 

Please can Kelsey let VR 
concentrate on all these stories 
from the past and the pictures 
that show them, leaving the 
'restoration story'end to CVC 
and the like (which I now no 
longer buy as - Peter Davies' 
excellent archive & history 
pieces apart - it seems to me 
to be just be about showing 
artificially restored trucks that 
are little more than personal 
museum pieces). 

Now I realise that you most 
likely have to pay Chris Hodge 
and others for archive photos, 
but surely that it what our 
subscriptions are there to fund 
you doing as well as writing up 
the links and publishing? You 
asked for reader's preferences 
and views - mine is firmly for 
VR to concentrate on its name 
'Vintage Roadscene', as it did in 
the main only a year or so ago 
and spend less coverage on 
restoration and rallies - let the 
other titles do that! 

Stuart Robinett, Coalville; 

Leicestershire 

I AGREE 

I refer to the letter from 
Mike Doherty, Melksham 
in the November issue. I 
wholeheartly agree with a lot 
of his observations, although 
my main beef is rally reporting. 

I personally have no interest 
in these activities, although 
I realise a lot of people do. 


Rally Scene in a magazine 
such Vintage Roadscene is 
a complete waste of space 
There are plenty of magazines 
on the market that cater for 
rally gatherings and over the 
years I have purchased most 
of them, but not any more. 
Vintage Roadscene magazine 
is unique, with a great deal of 
its content unlike any other. For 
me. Scenes Past particularly is 
full of nostalgia; just look at the 
photographs in November's 
Tailback. For me, this is just 
one reason I buy the magazine, 
but the general mix also is 
fine except, as Mike said, lots 
of shiny preserved vehicles 
parked on grass. 

Tony Barnett, Charing, Kent 

so DO I 

I completely agree with Mike 
Doherty's comments, all of 
them, he is correct in what he 
is saying. I have bought Vintage 
Roadscene since 1987. 

J T Williams, Pembroke 
Dock. 

CONTENT LETTERS 

For what it is worth, I'd like to 
give my advice. Never criticize a 
mans work unless you can do it 
better. Sometimes the less said, 
is more. I am interested in the 
history of road transport, from 
a traction engine to a cycle- 
master. That's why I subscribe 
to the Roadscene. 

There can be few people 
better placed to write about 
the history of road transport, 
than those that have been 
there and done it. Don't you 
agree? Letters, tales and 
stories should be interesting, 
intelligent, gripping and 
entertain, with a touch of 
humour, not to forget respect. 

I can honestly say Roadscene 
does all this. I know you are 
restricted for space so would 
you do one last thing for me? 
Would you put this letter in the 
wastepaper basket along with 
those other contents letters. 

Colin Pratt, the Jester from 
Leicester' 


VARIETY IS THE 
SPICE OF LIFE 

Your critics in the November 
issue are being too pernickety. 

The title is plain for all to see; 
'Vintage Roadscene', and it 
does just what it says on the 
tin... er, I mean, the cover. The 
perfect rebuttal of your critics' 
points is to be found on page 
74 of the same issue. There we 
see a 'roadscene', comprising 
buses, heavy goods vehicles, 
light goods vehicles and cars, 
all of which vehicles made 
up the passing scene of the 
transport world at that time. 

One may debate the 
interpretation of'Vintage', 
but of'Roadscene'there can 
be little discussion. As your 
critic has himself said, there 
are specialist magazines for 
sections of the road transport 
panoply and he therefore has 
little to complain about when 
one covers the whole genre 
(horrible word). 

Variety is the spice of life. 

Keep it up! 

Bill Berry, Yate. 

/ am most interested in your 
responses to my asking what 
you would like to see in the 
magazine after I published 
Mike Doherty's letter. There are 
still more of you who like the 
spread of articles as it is and I 
feel I ought to continue to use 
the contributions of the many 
readers who have sent rally 
reports and the like. However, 
these will be restricted to a 
smaller section of the magazine 
and we will concentrate on the 
archive material as much as 
we can. 

Interestingly, I have been 
re-reading my back issues 
of Vintage Roadscene from 
Number 1, as I mentioned last 
month, and in many of these, 
the rally content was well over 
half in those days. Now we are 
a sister publication to Classic & 
Vintage Commercials, we can 
work alongside each other, to 
provide the widest coverage 
that we can of the commercial 
vehicles of the past. 

_ J 
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PLAYGROUND BUSES 
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MORE ROYAL MAIL MEMORIES 


Bernard Shaw is absolutely right about the origins of the old bus he 
used to play on (page 73, issue 181). The vehicle was without doubt 
one of the 1936 batch of Dennis Ace school buses in the LCC fleet. 
Indeed, it was probably CYF 155, which is known to have ended up 
with the LCC Parks Department in the early 1950s. 

If you google'Norman Park Fulham Pathe'there is an interesting 
clip of the park and the bus - Bernard might well see some old friends 
there! 

My local park went one better - we had an old single-deck trolleybus 
to play on. 

Martin, Cornwall 

Maybe your trolleybus 'playbus'was the Hull example shown in the 
November issue...? 



MOTOR-CYCLE CLARIFICATIONS 

Just got your December issue, cracking good read as always! Minor 
clarification I hope? The Christmas Cheer photo is well up to standard, 
with a slight hiccup over the motor-cycles, which was admitted as to 
being guess work. 

The one on the left is, I believe, definitely a BSA, an A65 'Powered Egg' 
Unit construction 650cc parallel twin, set up as a 'Cafe Racer', very'de 
rigeur'. 

But the one on the right is from the'East', but not'East End'! Far is the 
case. My money, which is not a lot, is on it being a Honda CB250. Nice 
narrow straight bars, with the engine cases just showing nicely, the 
exhausts tucked in proper. 

A better shot of the helmets may well show the riders to be staff writers 
for Motor-cycle Magazine, I would speculate the Honda rider may well be 
the late John Ebbrell? 

Thanks for the brain workout! 


Bob Nolan, Liverpool. 



The letters pages of Vintage Roadscene November have 
prompted me to write in response to three letters published. 

Simon Holloway on Mail Vans brought back memories of 
my time working for Royal Mail and Parcelforce. I did see a 
couple of EA vans in the yard, but never got to drive one, 
although I did drive a Commer PB - a very good van, reliable, 
gear change a bit woolly, but never let me down and good for 
stop/start work. Leyland Sherpas - always called this name by 
RM/ Parcelforce even after change of name by Leyland - very 
tough, reliable, dependable van. I drove narrow and wide 
versions and never had one break down, but some later ones 
had a turbo fitted, which made them drink the diesel quickly. 

We had some Leyland Terriers - again very good, a bit noisy, 
but did trunking or local work with no problems, and later, 

Leyland Roadrunners - some postman did not like them. I 
found them very comfortable, reliable and good for local work 
or trunking. The Ford Cargo was also used - in the rain the side 
windows and mirrors used to get covered in road dirt and hard 
to see who was behind. 

The problem was the rear disc brakes used by Ford, which 
would lock on or stick, leading to some fires and the fleet 
taken of the road a few times. Later on, Iveco Zetas came - the 
road holding was appalling, but the narrow track was good on 
narrow roads although, like the Iveco Daily, the doors would 
not shut properly and they were not good for local work. Then 
the VW LT - slow ponderous vans, with heavy steering and 
when started first thing, they covered the yard in smoke, not 
as good as the Leyland Sherpa. When changing from sliding 
to fixed doors, well, we had many damaged doors which cost 
the company in new doors. When I left, we had some AWD 
lorries - apart from turning lock, I had a couple of embarassing 
moments on country work, but they were very good lorries. 

Now on the subject of AWD and Bedford, the Seddon man, 

John Biterlick, does not understand the fuss over Bedford 
and ERF lorries. Well, you like Seddons, as you worked with 
them - and what about Seddon bus chassis? What lorries we 
have as favourites depends where you live in the country. 

In Bedfordshire, the Bedford factory was at Dunstable, so 
our market gardener next door to our house had them and 
there were many Bedfords about. I miss seeing them on the 
road, so it's natural for me to like all things Bedford. Also our 
Market Garden Company had ERF on brick deliveries and with 
Bedfords I travelled many miles and these are my favourite 
lorries. 

We buy Vintage Roadscene because we all like British lorries, 
whatever our favourites are, but Mike Doherty just wants 
lorries, not buses. Well, I used to buy five magazines a month 
and now only three: one bus, one rail. I am more of a bus/rail 
observer, but I like old British lorries. The reason I buy Vintage 
Roadscene is value for money, and the quality of the black and 
white and colour photographs, in-depth well-researched and 
accurate articles, and the content is well-balanced and please 
do not omit buses and coaches. 

I have learnt about fire engines, dustcarts, army vehicles, 
ambulances and many other things I would not get from any 
other magazine. Mr Doherty, live and learn, buses and coaches 
play a big part of our social history, just like lorries. Relax, enjoy 
and get lost in another world with Vintage Roadscene. 

Ian Wigley, Ampthill, Bedfordshire 

_ J 
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LITTLE GEMS 

The item on little Gems'was great. Please find attached a photo of 
my son in one at a Cobham Bus Museum open day, sometime in the 
mid-1980s, he's the little one at the back. And yes, he really did enjoy 
himself! 

Terry Hammond, Southampton 



I'm sure I could find a similar picture of my son in one of these 
miniature buses at Cobham, now you come to mention it... 

\ ___y 


GWYN DANCY REMEMBERED 



Gwyn Dancy of Weymouth recently passed away very suddenly and 
quickly after enjoying a club meeting of the Dorset Classic Vehicle Club, of 
which she was membership secretary. 

She will be remembered with her green Vi ton Morris van, appearing at 
the Shetland Show, Tyne Tees, Cheshire run, Llandudno show and various 
runs organised by Jim Doig and the late Jim Beresford and many CTP and 
BPPC local shows/events.The last long run was to the Suffolk Punch Rally 
and locating a relation of the first owner of her van. 

Her funeral was well-attended and classic vehicles from all the local clubs 
did a little car show at the Marquis of Granby in her honour. 

I will be keeping the van and taking it to local events. 

John Dancy, via e-mail 


LITTLE GEMS 2 


LOW-LOADER TRACTOR UNITS PRESERVED 



There I am reading page 14 of 
the December issue of Vintage 
Roadscene and the text is sinking 
into my ageing brain. Leyland 
Royal Tiger, Dreamland in Margate, 
registration number OCD 2. Hang 
on a minute, I know this vehicle... 

Please find attached a picture 
of the very same at Margate, with 
yours truly riding up front and my 
elder sister Sheila looking on from 
the sidelines. I have also included 
a more recent picture of myself 
some 60 years further down the 
line. Uncanny. 



Jim King, Essex 


After reading Leo's article on low loaders in the December issue of VR, I 
thought you might want to see three of my images of vehicles that he 
mentions that I have seen in preservation in more recent times. 


Jim King 
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MORE ON THAT SHELVOKE PICTURE 



Enclosed is a photo of a Foden which Barry Stokes of Telford spoke to 
you about on Saturday, November 1st, at Donington, regarding any 
known history. 

Also enclosed is a photo of Leyland Beaver, MXX 503, in the livery of 
Vintage Engineering Services and Transport of Stoke-on-Trent, taken 
at the Wirral Bus &Tram Show at Birkenhead, on Sunday, 5th October 
2014. On page 42 of Movember's Vintage Roadscene, Allan Bedford 
suggested it might still be around somewhere. 

I hope the new publishers do not change this magazine too much, 
as it has the right mix; something for everyone, from black and white 
photos of the past, to the rallies of today. All the magazines have 
rallies, road runs and restoration. Please keep this as it is - it has 
taken a long time to get to where it is... 

Barry Fenn, Telford 



ROTINOFF ERROR 

I would like to point out an 
error in the second part of the 
Rotinoff history. The Swiss Army 
built a ballast body and fitted a 
towing jaw, rather than a dump 
body as stated, to the 1959 
Super Atlantic tractor which 
was sold to them in the 1960s 
by the South African Defence 
Force. 

Paul Hancox, Birmingham 



J’he Vehicles Built 
^Rotinoff 


ilt. 


Further to the e-mail from 
John Kellerher on page 71, 
issue 181, December 2014 
VRS, the photograph was 
taken in County Down, 
Northern Ireland quite 
possibly in the summer of 
1929. 

The location was on A20 
Belfast to Newtownards road 
between the Elk Inn and 
Quarry Corner, Dundonald, 
approximately 600 yards on 
the Belfast side of Quarry 
corner and looking towards 
the city. 

This road was used by 
the ArdsTT race and the 
photograph was probably 
taken between the races in 
1928 and 1929. It is worth 
noting the growth on 
the trees and hedgerows, 
currently this road is a dual 
carriageway. 

The road authority was 
Down County Council, 

Court House, Downpatrick 
and James G Wilkin was the 
County Surveyor. 

The contractor was Irish Cold 
Bitumen, 126 Stranmills Road, 
Belfast, and this company 
were the manufacturer of 
Colfix binder. 

The platform lorry, 
registered XI 3137, was a 
Shelvoke & Drewry Freighter, 
built sometime after its 
introduction in 1922. It has 
been suggested that the 
steam roller, lA 7153, was an 
Aveling and Porter 10 ton. 

On the extreme left is 
a horse-drawn farm cart, 
presumably delivering the 
stone aggregate? 


If I can establish more facts, I 
will submit these to you such 
as:- 

■ Why the work was being 
undertaken at that time? 

■ The source and quality of 
the aggregate. 

■ Confirmation of the actual 
binder being used. 

■ Any information on the 
contractor hire rates. 

■ More information on the 
ArdsTT races 1928-1936. 

■ Any other photographs 
from the period. 

■ Any further information 
regarding the contractor 

I became a Shelvoke & 
Drewry enthusiast following 
my visit to the Letchworth 
factory in the mid-1960,s with 
a group from the Institute 
of Municipal Engineers. At 
that time I was employed by 
Belfast Corporation, a major 
userof S&D vehicles. 

I am now chairman of 
McCreath Taylor (Nl) Ltd 
which, incidentally, was the 
Shelvoke & Drewry agent 
within Northern Ireland for 
some 66 years of the 70 which 
S&D was in business. 

I eagerly look forward each 
month in anticipation of the 
Malcolm Bates articles on 
municipal vehicles and must 
congratulate you and the 
team on the quality of VRS 
and trust the new owners will 
encourage you to continue 
the current style and content 
which I so enjoy. 

Peter Johnston, Belfast 
There will be more from Peter 
on this and associated subjects 
In the near future... 
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The accompanying picture was 
recently sent to me, with the 
question: What is it? The tractor 
unit appears to be an American 
'cab-over'White, while the two 
vehicles on the interesting 


transporter trailer look like a 
Model'T'Ford and a Ford-based 
'special'The wording on the 
side of the transporter looks 
like'Big Boy's Tonka Toy', which 
is somewhat understandable. 


Does anybody know any more 
about the vehicle or its location? 

Humphrey Bailey, 
Northampton 


NAPIER, NOT 
KARRIER 

I noticed in November's'Vintage 
Roadscene', on page 55, a 
superb line-up of World War 
I commercial vehicles at the 
Great Dorset Steam Fair, but 
I regret your description is a 
little awry. The lorry registered 
lY 782 is described as a Karrier, 
but although some of the 
letters are the same it is in fact 
something much rarer, a Napier, 
and I attach a copy of our Trust's 
magazine illustrating the same. 

David Williams, Napier 
Power Heritage Trust 


Napier 

HERITAGE NEWS 

THE QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF THE NAPIER POWER HERITAGE TRUST 

NUMBER 85 Autumn 2014 


MODEL IDENTIFIED 

Having Read Chris Salaman's 
article on Wilson's Lorries, I 
have now been able to identify 
this one, which came into my 
possession a little while ago. 
Although unfortunately missing 
its wheels, it was obviously built 
from the card and balsa parts in 
a Wilson's kit. Knowing what it is 
makes me want to keep what is 
a surprisingly realistic model for 
its time. 

Donald McLaren, London 




WW1 NAPIER LORRY DISCOVERY 


WW1 Nsplor Lonry anendi tlw Great 
DoreafSiaatrFair 

A ii«w dlscoveiy lor Ills TruX is the 
extebinoe 01 a 3 S Ion WW1 Napier kxry 
»8>«‘nBtiorlY7S2. 

The ArsipublC appearanc. of this 
vXiMe appears to have been at the Gtaal 

Dorset Steam Pair at SlaviKord Poram behiaen 
27-31 August- Tha Staesn Fair had a spaclal 
display at »yW1 vehicles hi oocmiemorallon of 
the oartenaiy of the start ol Hie Greet War. 

Finished in War Copartmani Gray It 
■ppawstoOeo sirca 19IOhuaine» vehicle whh 
a 4 oyllitdar side valve petrolenglr.e. Ilia 
ptobabV s -BM’ chaasia ushg an tST anghw 
Including a 4 1/3in. bote and Sin. stioka. 

Our lhar*e go to NPHT member RIcfiiBd 
Serrior for brtnglrtQ our attention to thia gam. 

Can anyone can ahed any hirthar 9ght 
nigording Its hhfory anO who the owner Is? 

Photo Couitosy: Hatty Cla* 

Nawl24eaaleHa««fcer 1 Progress all 

Typhoon horn AH* I Jacobs now Ut 

Pages | Pw 

n lord Urtne I 

in Engined Car 1 
166 1 

1 Notwagfon Navy TJaW Clasa 

1 Motor Torpedo Roat 

1 Ragas 


NEW WEBSITE wmrw.nphLorg 


NEXT 

MONTH. 


IN THE 
FEBRUARY 
ISSUE, 
ON SALE 
JANUARY 
16TH 


* Cicumstances might 
cause the planned 
contents to change 
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SHELVOKE & DREWRY 
IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

BUS DRIVER OF 
THE YEAR 

NUMBER PLATES AND 
TEA - A CONNECTION? 

BUS COMPANY 
BREAKDOWN TRUCKS 

COMMERS AND DODGES | 
OFTHE1960S-70S 


RALLY ROUND-UP AND MUCH MORE... 
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A s I write this, it looks as if we are 
likely to have a mild but wet 
winter, so scenes like this are 
unlikely across most of Great 
Britain. It makes you feel cold 
just looking at these pictures, doesn't it? 

Not that I wish to belittle the great job that 
they do at unsociable hours, while we're 
tucked up cosy in bed, but these days, gritter 
drivers usually at least have a well-specified 
vehicle, probably with all wheel drive, good 
lighting, more or less automatic equipment 
and most definitely a heater in the cab. 

Going back a few years, these council 
workmen had rather more basic vehicles 
to work with. Burnley Corporation was 
obviously responsible for clearing snow from 
the roads in the Pennine hills around the 
town. These pictures were taken in the early 
1960s. Others in the series show a little snow 
on the ground in the urban area, but here it's 
a different story. 

The Bedford OWST tipper, GYR 195 
(London, 1944 onwards) - suggesting it 
had previously worked for a Government 
department - was probably coming to the 
end of its life, although still performing 


sterling work. The rear wheels 
are fitted with chains, to 
increase traction on the slippery 
road surface and there is an 
extra spotlight on the cab roof, j 
for the driver to better see 
where he is directing that snow¬ 
plough. This appears to be 
attached to the front axle, but 
was surely more likely to be fixed to 
the chassis, or there would be a danger the 
axle could be ripped off, if the blade caught 
something more solid than drifting snow. 

The Thames ET6, BHG 682 (Burnley, 1953) 
had no snow-plough, but had been fitted 
with a spreading device, powered from 
the rear off-side wheels, with a spinner to 
distribute the grit across the road surface. 

At least this meant that the man in the back 
only had to shovel the grit into the hopper in 
the corner of the body, and not over the tail¬ 
gate onto the road, as was so often the case 
in those days. The position of the spinner 
was ahead of the drive axle, which seems 
more sensible than at the rear. The picture is, 
unfortunately very slightly blurred; no doubt 
the cameraman was feeling the cold... 


Other pictures in 

the series, which we will bring to you in a 
municipal 'Scenes Past'one of these days, 
among other vehicles, show a couple with 
more modern hopper-style gritting bodies, 
which might have been swapped for tippers 
during the summer. 

Men shovelling grit from the back of a 
tipper carried on for many years, if only to 
augment the more sophisticated equipment 
as it was introduced. I remember in the 
1970s, coming home to find that my car, 
parked in a South London side street, had 
grit on the roof, which had not quite reached 
the pavement, where it had been aimed 
by the council workmen in the lorry. The 
paintwork wasn't that good to start with... 
(CHCaaul28/137) 
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This month’s OXFORD 


Messerschmitt Bf108 
Rommels Desert Taxi 
AC047 1:72 


DH Puss Moth G-ABBS 
Kings Fiight 
72PM003 1:72 


DH Dragon Rapide - 
RAF Air Ambuiance 
72DR007 1:72 


Bristoi F2B - 
Royai Fiying Corps 
AD001 1:72 




Austin Seven RN Saloon 
Royal Blon/Black 

ASS002 1:43 


Whitby Mondiai Ice Cream 
Van - Dimascios 
WM004 1:43 


Austin Seven RNVan-AA 
ASV002 1:43 




Leyland Royal Tiger - 
Cumberland Motor Services 
76LRT005 1:76 


Commer Commando 
Billy Smart’s Circus 
76C0M004 1:76 


Atkinson Borderer 40ft Fridge 
Trailer - Gibbs of Fraserburgh 
76ATK002 1:76 


Ford Transit - Lomond 
Mountain Rescue 
7BFT011 1:76 


Bedford J1 Ambulance 
Army Medical Services 
76BED006 1:76 


Morris Marina - 
Cheshire Police 
76MAR004 1:76 


Konecranes Reach 
Stacker - Eddie Stobart 
76KRS003 1:76 


Land Rover Freelander 
Mauritius Blue 
76FRE003 1:76 


Jaguar XF - BRG 
76XF002 1:76 


Jensen Interceptor - Royal Blue 
76JI005 1:76 


SS Jaguar 2.5 Saloon - 


—* 1 

Austin Atlantic 


Austin-Healey 3000 - 


__ 

Dingo Scout Car - 8th 

1 Bedford OYD - Luftwaffe, 

Suede Green 


Convertible - Ming Blue 


Colorado Red/Black 


Kings Royal Irish Hussars 

Eastern Front 

76JSS005 1:76 


76ATL004 1:76 


76AH3002 1:76 


76DSC004 1:76 

76BD014 1:76 


ii fifi r fi Follow us on Twitter 

02380 248850 m@OxfordDiecastUK 

See more at: # ■ ■■ . ■ 

www.oxfordiliecast.co.uk 

OXFORD DIECAST LTD. PO Box 62, Swansea SAI 4YA Tel: 01792 643500 


OXFORD 

Precision die-cast scale engineering 
at surprisingly inexpensive prices 





































































CROSVILLE NBC 


NOTTINGHAM CITY TRANSPORT 


38116 
BRISTOL VRT 2 


^^^^ 39001 
FODEN S24 SHORT TIPPER 


ARRIVA SOUTH LONDON 


GREATER GLASGOW 


NORTH WESTERN 


n cjianucjaiiag 




20649 

PLAXTON POINTER DART 


14410 

LEYLAND NATIONAL MKI SHORT 


30715 
AEC RENOWN 


LONDON TRANSPORT 


CORK CITY SERVICES 


roxtk CITY SERVic^ 


-^/317 
LEYLAND TD1 


27704 

AEC STL BUS (NO ROOF BOX) 


31708 

RMC ROUTEMASTER COACH 


WEST YORKSHIRE 


LINCOLNSHIRE ROAD CAR 


BEA SOVEREIGN HOLIDAYS 


32308 

BRISTOL RELH COACH 


38302 

ALEXANDER Y TYPE BUS 


36204 

RMA ROUTEMASTER Ct TRAILER 


PICCADILLY LINE 


i!^3Sna 3 3 S13B3IIQ aCM 11 


^ 80403 & 80503 

1959 TUBE TRAIN DRIVING CAR 


For EFE Stockists Or To Buy Direct Stop Off At 

First )) ■ ■ (( First 

.. ^tions ^ ^exclysDVGiTDrst^edittioitisxoinm^ i j^tion s^ 








































































